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Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ 
has been born of God, and everyone who loves the 
Father loves whoever has been born of him. By 
this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his commandments. 
And his commandments are not burdensome. For 
everyone who has been born of God overcomes 
the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the world — our faith.

1 John 5:1-4

VATICAN: Pope Francis 
prayed the Angelus from the 
library of the Apostolic Pal-

ace, speaking first of all about the light 
promised by the prophets (see Isaiah 
60:1-6).

In introducing the prayer, the pontiff said that 
Epiphany, which continues the event of Christ-
mas, celebrates “the salvation wrought by Christ”, 
which “knows no boundaries”. The Nativity of 
Jesus is, in fact, “the light to be welcomed in faith 
and the light to bring to others in charity, through 
witness, in the proclamation of the Gospel.”

“This light,” Francis explained, “has the power 
to attract everyone, near and far; everyone sets 
out on the path to reach it (see v. 3). It is a vision 
that opens the heart, that makes the breath come 
easier, that invites hope. Certainly, the darkness 
is present and threatening in everyone’s life and 
in the story of humanity; but God’s light is more 
powerful.”

“[T]his light,” he added, “is the Baby of Beth-
lehem, it is Jesus, even if His kingship was not 
accepted by everyone. He is the star who ap-

peared on the horizon, the awaited Messiah, the 
One through whom God would inaugurate His 
kingdom of love, of justice and of peace. He was 
born not only for some, but for all men and wom-
en, for all peoples.”

“How does Christ’s light shine in every place 
and at every moment? Not through the powerful 
means of this world’s empires who always seek 
to seize power. No, but through the proclamation 
of the Gospel. And with this same ‘method’, God 
chose to come among us: the Incarnation, that is, 
by drawing near to the other, encountering the 
other, assuming the reality of the other.”

“The star is Christ, but we too can and must 
also be the star for our brothers and sisters, as wit-
nesses of the treasures of goodness and infinite 
mercy that the Redeemer offers freely to every-
one.”

After the Marian prayer, the Pope extended his 
best wishes to Orthodox communities who cel-
ebrate Christmas tomorrow (Jan 7) in accordance 
with the Julian calendar.

He also expressed hope for the people of Cen-
tral Africa that they may walk “in peace” follow-
ing that country’s presidential elections on Dec 
27. — AsiaNews

Epiphany, the salvation 
wrought by Christ, 

knows no boundaries

Pope Francis leads the Angelus prayer from the library of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican Jan 
3, 2021. (Vatican News photo)
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WASHINGTON: Jesuit Fr Leo O’Donovan, 
former president of Georgetown Universi-
ty, will deliver the invocation at Joe Biden’s 
presidential inauguration on Jan 20.

Fr O’Donovan confirmed to NCR that 
Biden had personally called him and in-
vited him to offer the prayer at the inau-
guration, which will mark the election of 
the nation’s second Catholic president, and 
that he had accepted.

Fr O’Donovan is a longtime friend of the 
Biden family. In 2015, he presided at the 
funeral Mass for Biden’s oldest son, Beau, 
after he died of brain cancer at the age of 
46.

Biden is known to be close with a num-
ber of Jesuit priests, and while he was vice 
president, he occasionally attended Mass at 
Holy Trinity Catholic Church in George-

town. In 1992, when Biden’s son Hunter 
was a senior at Georgetown, Fr O’Donovan 
invited the then-senator from Delaware 

to give a lecture at the Jesuit university 
on his faith and public life. Biden told Fr 
O’Donovan at the time it was the “toughest 
assignment he’s ever had.”

More recently, just days after his presi-
dential election, on Nov 12, Biden appeared 
at a virtual fundraiser for Jesuit Refugee 
Service, where Fr O’Donovan now serves 
as director of mission. On that occasion, 
Biden announced that he would raise the 
annual admission target of new refugees 
into the United States to 125,000, marking 
a sharp increase to the Trump administra-
tion’s cap of 15,000 individuals. 

Previously, in 2018, Biden penned the 
forward to Fr O’Donovan’s book Blessed 
Are the Refugees: Beatitudes of Immigrant 
Children.

Catholics have a long history of partici-

pating in prayers for inaugural events. In 
1937, Fr John Ryan offered the benediction 
at President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s inau-
guration. Cardinal Richard Cushing of Bos-
ton offered the invocation at the inaugura-
tion of the nation’s first Catholic president, 
John F. Kennedy, in 1961. More recently, in 
2017, New York’s Cardinal Timothy Dolan 
provided a Scripture reading at the inaugu-
ration for President Donald Trump.

While other specific details of the in-
auguration lineup of speakers have yet to 
be announced, the Biden-Harris transition 
team announced last month that on the eve 
of the inauguration, there will be a me-
morial to honour lives lost to COVID-19, 
which will include the ringing of church 
bells throughout Washington, D.C. — By 
Christopher White, NCR

Jesuit Fr Leo O’Donovan to deliver invocation at Biden inauguration

Jesuit Fr Leo O'Donovan



Many people have lost their jobs due 
to the pandemic. Other workers are 
being encouraged to apply for vol-

untary layoffs. 
Photos circulating on social media appear 

to show long lines of people queuing up for 
food aid in certain parts of Kuala Lumpur. 
Other photos showed long lines of people 
queuing up to withdraw their Employees 
Provident Fund retirement savings.

This has made income and wealth dispari-
ties more pronounced. 

Would Jesus have been familiar with 
such economic insecurity? When an angry 
mob tried to throw him off a hill after Jesus 
had spoken at a synagogue in Nazareth, he 
moved to Capernaum, a fishing locale of a 
few thousand residents. Some believe Mary 
and Jesus may have had relatives here.

Why Capernaum? Capernaum lies along 
the Via Maris (Way of the Sea), earlier 
known as Way of the Philistines. This was 
an ancient trade route from Egypt along the 
Mediterranean coastline to Syria.

Capernaum sits north of the Sea of Galilee, 
which is 21km long and 13km wide – actu-
ally a fresh-water lake ideal for fishing. 

It was along the shores here that Jesus 
spent much time during his ministry, with 
Capernaum as a primary base. Up to seven of 
his apostles may have been fishers.

Peter and Andrew were originally from 
Bethsaida, itself a fishing centre further east 
along the northern shore, which falls within 
the tetrarchy of Philip. They had moved to 
Capernaum in Galilee, then ruled by Herod 
Antipas. There these two sons of Yonah 
would have teamed up with James and John, 
the sons of Zebedee.

Perhaps Peter and Andrew moved to make 
it easier for the transport of fish for process-
ing and preservation at a place like Magdala 

Nunayya (Tower of the Fishes in Aramaic, 
just 10km from Capernaum, along the west-
ern shore of the Lake of Galilee.

Magdala, where Mary Magdalene could 
have come from, lies just a few miles north 
of Tiberias, a town built along the shore of 
Galilee that served as the centre of one of 
Herod Antipas’ tax districts. 

It would be easy to think, based on our 
20th century neoliberal middle-class per-
spective, that the fishers whom Jesus called 
were entrepreneurs who had regular, stable 
jobs. After all, some of them like James and 
John’s father could even hire casual work-
ers to help them with supporting work like 
mending the fishing nets (Mark 1:16-20). So 
that would mean they were fairly comfort-
able, some have argued.

But fishing rights in the Galilee were prob-
ably highly regulated in Roman-occupied 
Palestine. 

The Romans operated an extractive taxa-
tion system from the bottom up through their 
puppet ruler Herod Antipas in Galilee. Lo-
cal rulers like Antipas probably had to pay 
tribute and return patronage to their bosses in 
Rome, and even bestow riches in their wills 
to their Roman overlords.

Herod Antipas would have had chief tax 
collectors under him. Local tax collectors, 
toll collectors (for use of the road, ports and 
harbours) and brokers reported to these chief 
collectors, who would have these tax rights 

from Herod Antipas. 
These local tax collectors would dish out 

fishing leases and fishing rights to local syn-
dicates. They would also hand out licences to 
those involved in processing and preserving 
the fish and vendors selling the fish.

In return, the local tax collectors would ex-
pect a share of the fish and money from the 
syndicates and their fishers and keep a part of 
it as their own profit. 

It is no wonder that as Jesus walked along 
the lakeshore, he came across Levi, son of 
Alphaeus, sitting at his tax booth. Levi could 
have been a contractor for local fishing rights. 

Ordinary people despised these tax collec-
tors and their chiefs, who could be abusive 
and even resort to torture. They saw these 
collectors as Jews collaborating with Roman 
occupiers to unfairly grab a chunk of what 
they had produced from their sweat and toil.

Although there is some debate over how 
exploitative the system was, Antipas and his 
father Herod the Great were involved in sev-
eral mega-projects requiring massive fund-
ing, partly through taxes.

Besides, in first century Galilee, there was 
hardly a middle class to speak of. What you 
had were the aristocrats supported by a re-
tainer class on one side and then the peas-
ants and the destitute on the other. Among 
the aristocratic class, Herod Antipas, that 
“fox” (as Jesus referred to him), stood out as 
a “lover of luxury”, according to the historian 

Josephus. Where did he get the money to fi-
nance his extravagant lifestyle?

The fishers may only have been slightly 
above the hired hands in the peasant class 
of this social hierarchy. To acquire the fish-
ing rights from the local tax collectors, they 
would probably have had to come together in 
little cooperatives, guilds or alliances.   

Peter and Andrew must have teamed up 
with James and John, whose father also had 
hired workers. They were probably working 
together in some sort of alliance or partner-
ship that had acquired fishing rights on the 
Lake of Galilee.  

And make no mistake, life was tough for 
them. They may have been under pressure 
from debt and had to sweat it out to earn a 
living. The fishing boats may not even have 
belonged to them. They had worked all night 
and could catch nothing, when Jesus per-
formed his first miracle of the fish from the 
shore. No wonder Peter and the others were 
overjoyed. 

The theme of fishes and the sea appears 
throughout the Gospels. The apostles were 
to be “fishers of men” and women. Jesus 
appears along the shores cooking fish after 
his resurrection. The boat being tossed and 
turned - a metaphor for the Church. 

It is no wonder the early Christians adopt-
ed the symbol of the fish to represent Jesus. 
Remember also how Jesus later fed the hun-
gry crowd with fish and loaves. 

Jesus thus called his very first followers 
to move themselves out of this exploitative 
system and launch the Kingdom of God that 
would uphold justice, love and compassion 
for all. They left behind their nets and boats, 
which would have probably been taken over 
by others in the local fishing partnership, and 
thus began their great adventure with the 
Lord. 

Precarious economic times – Jesus 
would have been familiar with that

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto

anilnetto@herald.com.my

The Christmas season ends today with the 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The be-

ginning and end of the season have much in 
common. On Christmas, we celebrate God 
becoming one of us, taking upon himself a hu-
man nature. On the Feast of the Baptism, we 
celebrate the public proclamation that Jesus 
is more than just one of us. He has more than 
a human nature. He has a Divine Nature. He 
is the Son of God, in whom the father is well 
pleased. 

We begin with John the Baptist. The Gospel 
of Luke tells the story of John’s birth. You re-
member, Zachary and Elizabeth were unable 
to have children. Elizabeth was past child-
bearing age when Zachary had a vision in the 
Temple of the angel Gabriel telling him that he 
and Elizabeth would have a son that he would 
name John. This son would be a prophet like 
Elijah, one of the most powerful prophets of 
the Old Testament. You remember how Gabri-
el also told Mary about Elizabeth’s pregnancy. 
Elizabeth was a kinswoman of Mary’s, so 
Mary went to see Elizabeth. When she arrived, 
the baby inside of Elizabeth stirred. Elizabeth 
recognised that Mary’s baby was the Lord.

Today’s Gospel, from the Gospel of Mark, 
advances the story 30 years. We come upon 
John, teaching and baptising at the Jordan 
River. He is demanding an end to evil in the 
world and calling the people to accept his bap-
tism as a sign that they will join him in the 
fight for the Kingdom of God. He also speaks 
about the One to come. The last book of the 
Old Testament is the Book of Malachi. It ends 
with a prophecy that Elijah would come again 
to prepare the world for the Messiah. John is 

this new Elijah, as Gabriel had told Zachary.
Jesus chooses to be baptised by John to 

show that he is one with all those who are 
fighting against evil and fighting for the King-
dom of God. John says that he himself does 
not deserve to unfasten Jesus’ sandals, but Je-
sus demands he be baptised. The people of the 
world who long for the Kingdom must see that 
their King is one of them. The voice of God the 
Father proclaims that Jesus is the Son of God. 
This is my Son, my Beloved, in whom I am 
well pleased.

What does this mean to us? It means that our 
union with Jesus is a union with God. It means 
that Jesus is not just another man, not even an-
other extraordinary man. He is God. He has a 
human nature given to him through Mary, and 
a divine nature eternally at one with God.  The 
One who is our brother is also the Second Per-
son of the Holy Trinity. We don’t just give him 
the title God.  He is God. 

When we call upon Jesus to help us, we are 
praying to God.  When we receive commun-
ion, we receive God within us. When we seek 
forgiveness, we are forgiven not by the priest 
but by God. When you married in the Church, 
Jesus united His Love to your love for each 
other in the sacrament of marriage.

A few years ago Nicole Mullen wrote about 
the power of the Lord we receive in prayer:

I’m so very ordinary
Nothing special on my own

Oh, and I have never walked on water
And I have never calmed a storm

Sometimes I’m hiding away
From the madness around me

Like a child who’s afraid of the dark

When I call on Jesus, all things are possible
I can mount on wings like eagles and soar

When I call on Jesus, mountains are gonna fall
‘Cause He’ll move Heaven and earth to come 

rescue me when I call
Weary brother, broken daughter

Widowed, widowed lover, you’re not alone
If you’re tired and scared

Of the madness around you
If you can’t find the strength to carry on

When you call on Jesus, all things are possible
You can mount on wings like eagles and soar

When you call on Jesus,                                          
mountains are gonna fall

‘Cause He’ll move Heaven and                                  
earth to come rescue you when you

Call Him in the mornin’, in the afternoon time
Late in the evenin’, He'll be there

When your heart is broken                                
and you feel discouraged

You can just remember that He said,                        
He’ll be there

When I call on Jesus, all things are possible
I can mount on wings like eagles and soar

When I call on Jesus, mountains are gonna fall
‘Cause He’ll move Heaven and earth to come 

rescue me when I call
When I call on Jesus, all things are possible
I can mount on wings like eagles and soar

When I call on Jesus, mountains are gonna fall
‘Cause He’ll move Heaven and earth to come 

rescue me when I call

Do you remember the disciples on Lake 
Gennesaret, being tossed about in the storm?  
Like the disciples, in the middle of these 
storms, we can call on Jesus to bring calm, se-
renity, and peace of mind.
 When we think our situation is hopeless – 
we need to call on Jesus.
 When we cannot see our way through –we 
need to call on Jesus.
 When we feel totally overwhelmed – we 
need to call on Jesus.
 When we feel that we are the worst person 
on the earth – we need to call on Jesus.
 When we feel that no one loves us and no-
body care for us – we need to call on Jesus.
Jesus is not just another human being. He is 

God.  Yet he is one of us. He knows all the 
emotions that we feel. He has felt them in his 
human nature. Through His divine nature, he 
can and does heal us. 

We go down into the water with John the 
Baptist, determined to fight for the Kingdom 
of God, and we leave the water with Jesus 
Christ, our Divine Champion.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is an 
Epiphany. God is manifested to us in Jesus 
Christ. We need to pray to Him. We need to 
trust in Him. — By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

Baptism of the Lord
Readings: Isaiah 55:1-11;

1 John 5:1-9;
Gospel: Mark 1:7-11

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: Trusting in the Son of God
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1.0 The National Security Council (MKN) 
has extended the CMCO for Selangor, 
Kuala Lumpur and Seremban to January 
14, 2021 due to the high rate of new posi-
tive cases which is anticipated to continue 
for some time. Although the situation has 
improved in other localities within the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, we under-
stand that the situation remains fluid due 
to interstate travel.
2.0 In view of the current developments 
and seeing the current spiritual and sac-
ramental needs of the faithful, His Grace, 
Most Reverend Julian Leow, the Arch-
bishop of Kuala Lumpur, upon consulta-
tion with the Archdiocesan Crisis Task 
Force has decided to issue this update on 
the protocol to be observed by parishes 
within the Archdiocese.

3.0 The following directives will take ef-
fect from Jan 4, 2021.

3.1 The current directives will be 
based on the colour zoning of parish-
es. In the case of parishes which have 
territories located in a red zone even 
if other areas are located in a non-red 
zone, the entire parish is to be treated 
as a red zone. For the purpose of con-
sistency, the Archdiocese will follow 
the colour zoning advice issued by the 
Ministry of Health (KKM).
3.2 All public Masses in the Arch-
diocese of Kuala Lumpur, regardless 
of whether the parish falls within a 
red zone or non-red zone, remain 
suspended until the 14th of January 

2021. The Archbishop continues to 
dispense those unable to attend public 
Masses from the obligation to attend 
Masses on Sunday and other days of 
obligation.
3.3 Sacrament of Confirmation
3.3.1 Archbishop Julian Leow and the 
two Vicars General, Msgr Leonard 
Lexson and Msgr Mitchel Anthony, 
will proceed to visit parishes to con-
fer the sacrament of Confirmation. 
The various parishes will be notified 
of their respective dates.
3.3.2 Archbishop hereby delegates the 
faculty of conferring confirmation on 
the Parish Priests, Assistant Priests 
and Resident Priests of parishes lo-
cated in red zones which have more 
than 30 candidates for confirmation.
3.3.3 In the red zones, only 20 persons 
(including the ministers of the Sacra-
ment of Confirmation mentioned un-
der 3.3.1 and 3.3.2 and a laycouple to 
act as proxy sponsors for all the can-
didates) are allowed for each session. 
To accommodate candidates where 
the total number exceeds 20, the Par-
ish Priest should arrange for several 
Masses where the sacrament could be 
conferred. Due to the limited seating 
capacity, presence of sponsors and 
family members should be dispensed 
with. Online streaming can be done 
for the benefit of family, friends and 
sponsors.
3.3.4 Parishes are to adhere to Ap-
pendix F - Celebrating Baptisms/ 

Confirmations - under the Archdioc-
esan Guidelines for Celebrating Sac-
raments under the CMCO and post 
CMCO period.

3.4 Funerals and Weddings
3.4.1 Funerals and weddings are to be 
restricted to 20 persons in red zones 
(including the minister, couple and 
witnesses for the wedding).
3.4.2 For non-red zones, parishes are 
to follow the MKN limit of 30 per-
sons (including the minister, couple 
and witnesses for the wedding).
3.5 Baptism of children can be re-
sumed but guests are to be restricted 
to immediate family members and 
sponsors. Group baptisms should be 
limited to a maximum of two families.

3.6 Parish Response Team
In collaboration with the Archdioc-
esan Crisis Task Force, Parish Re-
sponse Teams should start prepa-
rations to ensure they are ready to 
respond (when public Masses are re-
sumed) to a situation where a Mass at-
tendee may subsequently test positive 
for COVID-19.

4.0 Rationale of our Protocol. 
Apart from looking at the pastoral needs 
of the faithful and recognising the mobil-
ity of the faithful who may travel from 
one area to another, the Archdiocese seeks 
to follow the recommendations of the 
Archdiocesan Crisis Task Force and es-
tablished public health standards which 

seek to protect the most vulnerable in our 
community.

From the medical point of view, the 
tighter the controls are, the less chance of 
spread of disease. Therefore, less chance 
of ill patients overwhelming the fragile 
public hospitals. The government under-
stands that more stringent public health 
controls, however, do come at a cost, 
mainly to the economy and to personal 
liberties, and by extension, to the mental 
health and well-being of society. Thus, the 
official directives may be guided by these 
factors rather than by public health priori-
ties.

How does all this impact us? We have 
to recognise that our decision to keep 
churches closed, especially in hotspots, is 
unfortunately incongruent to what is cur-
rently being allowed in the country. Nev-
ertheless, we need to recognise that we 
are called to a higher standard, where per-
sonal rights are always matched by duties 
towards the common good, which in this 
case is to seek to curtail the spread of this 
pandemic within the community and pre-
vent our hospitals and medical staff from 
being overwhelmed. For this reason, the 
Archbishop humbly seeks your coopera-
tion in making the necessary sacrifices ac-
cording to the dictates of Christian charity.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

Dec 31, 2020

COVID-19 Protocol UpdateArchdiocese of 
KuAlA  lumpur
Chan/MC/22/2020

MJD News Update #22
Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ be with you, dear People of God. 
A blessed Christmas since we are still 
in the season of Christmas. Wishing you 
all a blessed New Year 2021. May the 
peace of Christ give us the courage to 
face the challenging times that are be-
fore us.

1.0 A Thought For The Week:  
A wise man won an expensive car in a 
lottery. His family and friends were very 
happy for him and came to celebrate. 
‘Isn’t it great!’ they said. ‘You are so 
lucky.’ The man smiled and said ‘May-
be’. For a few weeks he enjoyed driving 
the car. Then one day a drunken driver 
crashed into his new car at an intersec-
tion and he ended up in the hospital, 
with multiple injuries. His family and 
friends came to see him and said, ‘That 
was really unfortunate.’ Again, the man 
smiled and said, ‘Maybe. ’While he was 
still in the hospital, one night there was a 
landslide and his house fell into the sea. 
Again, his friends came the next day and 
said, ‘Weren’t you lucky to have been 
here in the hospital.’ Again, he said, 
‘Maybe.’ (Eckhart Tolle, New Earth)

Something for us to think about. Is 
it always a case of one is lucky or un-
lucky? Or having good times or bad 
times? Or is it what Paul meant when he 
said: God works for good for all those 
who love Him and are called in accord-
ance to His will. Don’t be quick to judge 
nor be quick to label because no one 
knows what will happen. No one can be 
certain of the outcome. 

2.0 Announcements For This Week: 
2.1 The joint effort of the Cari-
tas MJD and Catholics Go Live’s 
“Virtual Christmas Charity Con-
cert 2020” had raised an amount of 
RM52,035.55. This year’s recipients 
are the Homeless Project of SSVP, 
CIC JB, which received RM22,225.57, 
the Montfort Youth Centre Melaka 
got RM18,574.40, and Care Haven’s 
new orphanage at Kota Tinggi raised 
RM11,235.58. A big thank you to the 
organisers of this event, to each and 
every one, to the many sponsors and 
generous benefactors. May God bless 
you for your generosity and for hear-
ing the cries of the needy. 

2.2 On sale since Christmas, are two-
in-one set of daily reflections, entitled 
More Nuggets and Easter Glimpses, 
written by Bishop Bernard. The pro-
ceeds from the sales of the books will 
be donated to the Building Projects of 
ST Theresa Masai and Holy Family 
Ulu Tiram. Together, let us build their 
houses of prayer. Buy a set at RM20 
only. Contact MAJODI Publications.

2.3 The current COVID-19 situation 
is considered volatile. No states in 
Malaysia are free of COVID. There 
are spikes in all states. The Christmas 
SOPs were for Dec 24 and 25. Masses 
continue in controlled environment. 
Masses have not been cancelled. Keep 
up the three Ws: wear masks, wash al-
ways, watch distance. Be safe. Keep 
safe.

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Answers 
The final model? The Prophetic Model?

a) In prophetic leadership, only 
God sets the agenda, while the com-
munity waits and discerns for the re-
vealed, spirit-led vision and not the 
imagined. It is a corporate vision of 
a community that sits together with 
Christ. It is a communitarian vision 
not a personalistic one.
b) Some communities employ the 
Communal Discernment Model. It 
is a process that begins with the peo-
ple gathering in Jesus Christ, fol-
lowed by them listening to the Holy 
Spirit, and they, going forth in faith 
as God’s sent. 
c) The focus is on LISTENING: 
first, they begin by listening to what 
the Holy Spirit is saying through 
personal listening to the group. 

Second, they move on to listen 
to what the Holy Spirit is saying 
through the WORD through group 
listening. Finally, they work at for-
malising the direction.

Listen to what the Spirit is saying 
to the Churches.

Thank you for reading. Let us continue 
to build God’s Kingdom together. Have 
a great weekend. God bless you.

Bishop Bernard Paul
January 8, 2020
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Dr Jeyakumar 
elected as Bishop 
of Methodist 
Church
KUALA LUM-
PUR: Dr T. Jeyaku-
mar (pic) has been 
elected Bishop of the 
Methodist Church 
in Malaysia. He 
was elected at the 
online General Con-
ference Meeting in 
September 2020. He 
will speak for and represent the Methodist 
Church in Malaysia on all matters.

The consecration was on Oct 4, officiated 
by Bishop Emeritus Rev Ong Hwai Teik who 
was thanked for his services in prayer, and 
education, while leading churches during re-
cent years. 

“I am humbled  to have been elected the 
Bishop of the Methodist Church in Malaysia 
(MCM). It is my sincere hope that you will 
pray for me,” said the new bishop.

“I take office knowing that many have lost 
their positions and jobs. Many have become 
poorer. We live in challenging times, in the 
midst of the COVID-19 pandemic that has 
affected every area of life. We in the Meth-
odist Church in Malaysia must not forget all 
who are in need and seriously try to stand in 
solidarity with those who have been affected, 
whether they are Malaysians or non-Malay-
sians, whether in the country or outside the 
country. As the Scripture says ‘Whoever is 
kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he 
will reward them for what they have done’ 
(Proverbs 19:17).”

Click here to watch the video

https://example.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QqnRlWs-BI
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Miri Diocese has two 
new priests

KELANA JAYA: Complete 26 req-
uisite activities during the season of 
Advent in preparation for Christmas. 
This challenge was issued by St Ig-
natius Church (SIC) Sunday school 
to some 150 of its primary students 
who were not able to gather as usual 
in their classrooms due to COVID-19 
pandemic restrictions. Why 26? Be-
cause there are 26 days in Advent and 
there is an activity for each day in the 
season.

On Nov 11, when the Advent Pro-
gramme was launched, parents were 
granted online access to register their 
children, obtain a guidebook explain-
ing the reason behind each activity 
listed in the Advent Calendar, and fol-
low instructions on how to upload pic-
tures of completed activities. Virtual 
Christmas trees were decorated with 

symbols (each child was assigned a 
symbol) as activities were completed.

“Advent is a time of hope, joy, an-
ticipation, reflection, forgiveness and 
thanksgiving; a time of self-prepa-
ration to receive baby Jesus,” shared 
Catechism Class Support Team mem-
ber Lelia Chan. “We hope the children 

who participated in the Advent Pro-
gramme have gained this deeper un-
derstanding of Advent; making their 
Christmas a more meaningful one.”

On Saturday Jan 2, 2021, four stu-
dents who completed all 26 tasks – 
Jayden Jayatilaka, Zachary Lau Xue 
Rui, Allena Mitzie D Valiente and 
Tristan Jace Edward – were each pre-
sented with a Certificate of Achieve-
ment by SIC Parish Priest Fr Andrew 
Wong CDD. 

According to two of the recipients, 
designing ornaments for the activi-
ties and abstaining from regular use 
of smartphones or electronic devices 
were amongst the most difficult to 
achieve. Also present to share their 
achievement were the students’ par-
ents and a few siblings.

MIRI: The population of 90,000 
Catholics in Miri Diocese in northern 
Sarawak welcomed two new priests on 
Wednesday (Dec 30).

Deacons Henry Saleh and Ronald 
Jimmy were ordained priests by Bish-
op Richard Ng at around noon, wit-
nessed by family members and other 
priests at the St Dominic and The Ro-
sary Church.

The ceremony was held under strict 
COVID-19 standard operating proce-
dures, with limited attendance.

Bishop Ng adjured the two new 
priests, both in their 30s, to be dedicat-
ed and faithful to their callings to serve 
God and the Church.

“You are called to serve God and the 
Church and the people.

“Be faithful in preaching the Gos-
pel and in your sacramental duties and 
serve with joy. Put into practice what 
you preach,” he said.

They must serve as shepherds in the 
footsteps of Jesus Christ, he added.

After their ordination, Fr Henry and 

Fr Ronald expressed their gratitude to 
God for the blessings of being able to 
serve as priests.

They also thanked Bishop Ng and 
their mentors and family members for 
helping them to reach the priesthood.

They pledged to serve the Church 
loyally.

The Miri Catholic Diocese spans the 
whole of northern Sarawak from the 
northernmost point of Lawas district 
to the remote places of Belaga district. 
— By Stephen Then, The Star

Students challenged during Advent
Fr Ronald Jimmy and Fr Henry Saleh.

The students with their Certificates of Achievement.

One of the student’s artwork.

PENAMPANG: The Charity of 
Christ urges us!   It is not something 
slow, not something we can wait to 
do – it is something we must do now. 

Encouraged by parish priest Fr 
Paul Lo to extend the warmth of 
Advent to the needy, the Parish Pas-
toral Council and the Parish Pastoral 
Committee of Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral (SHC) and Church of Mary Im-

maculate (CMI) proposed an Advent 
visit to the Bondulu Children’s Home 
Toboh in Tambunan and Students 
Hostel (Girls) Binaong in Keningau.

However, the charity initiative and 
goodwill visit was disrupted by the 
reinstated CMCO as the country con-
tinued to battle a resurgence of the 
coronavirus.

No health restrictions could rob 

the needy from receiving love (char-
ity). On Dec 19, Mother General Sr 
Frances Mani received on behalf 
of the children’s home/girls hostel 
Advent gifts from their benefactors. 
Both the home and hostel are under 
the care of the FSIC.

After a short prayer led by Fr 
Russell Lawrine,  SHC PPC vice-
chairman Bernard Liew presented 
a cheque donation of RM2000.00 
for Bondulu Children’s Home to Sr 
Frances. The gift presentation took 
place at the FSIC Generalate at Lo-
reto Convent, witnessed by several  
PPC members and Franciscan Sis-
ters.

At the same time, CMI PPC chair-
person Catherine Engsun presented a 
cash donation of RM600.00 and 69 
Christmas gifts to Sr Frances for 64 
girls and five staff of St Maria Goretti 
Convent.

The happy occasion was concluded 
with a closing prayer by Fr Russell, 
followed by simple refreshments. — 
By Catherine Wan, Catholic Sabah

Advent gifts for needy home/hostel

KUALA LUMPUR: The new 
Catechetical Year starts on Jan 
24, 2021. 2. As of now, there has 
been no news from the Archbish-
op on whether catechism can be 
held in classrooms. So it is best to 
prepare for online classes. 

Archbishop Julian Leow has 
kindly offered to sponsor the sub-
scription of one or if necessary 
more Zoom or other online apps 
for the parishes in Archdiocese of 
KL. An email on this was sent to 
parish priests in December 2020.

Catechists cannot afford to wait 
or avoid doing online classes. It is 
part of their vocation and mission 
to learn new skills and adapt to 
challenging situations.

If online classes are really not 
possible, please find other ways 
to continue the faith formation of 
the students — WhatsApp, email, 
etc.

Formation for new catechists 
on Vocation, Mission and Spiritu-
ality will be held via Zoom. Oth-
er catechists who wish to attend 
may do so. Registration details 

will be sent soon.
For those who wish to order 

MCS books, check the info I pro-
vided earlier on how to contact 
the National Catechetical Office 
(NCO).

A Catechetical Sunday Kit 
is being prepared in four lan-
guages by the NCO. According 
to the person in charge, it should 
be ready two weeks before Cat-
echetical Sunday which falls on 
January 31. The kit can be sent 
online to students.

Dr Steven Selvaraju will con-
tinue to prepare the Cateche-
sis@Home materials for those 
who may need it, especially the 
younger age group children. 
The Catechesis@Home is only 
a supplementary material. The 
MCS books remain the primary 
teaching-learning resource. Since 
January 24 is the start of the Cat-
echetical Year and January 31 is 
Catechetical Sunday, the first is-
sue of Catechesis@Home 2021 
will be for Feb 7.
Source: Dr Steven Selvaraju

Some updates from the 
Catechetical Desk

KUALA LUMPUR:  Universiti 
Malaya’s Prof Dr Christopher Ng 
Kwan Hoong was busy distribut-
ing the country’s first infrared (IR) 
digital thermometer that can collect 
real time data which he designed.

 He crowdfunded to supply 
the thermometers for homes and        
orphanages.

Prof Ng was recently honoured 

with the Merdeka Award under the 
Outstanding Scholastic Achieve-
ment category for his contributions 
to breast cancer research and medi-
cal physics.

Prof Ng is a senior researcher 
with the university’s Faculty of 
Medicine and a parishioner of the 
Cathedral of St John the Evangelist 
in Kuala Lumpur.

SHC PPC vice-chairman Bernard Liew presents Advent gifts for 
Bondulu Children’s Home to Sr Frances in the presence of Fr Russell, 
PPC members and Franciscan Sisters. (CS photo)

Prof Dr Christopher Ng (left) and Prof Nahrizul (right) led the 
team that worked on the digital thermometer. (The Star photo)

Error
There was an error in the article below. 

The article is reprinted with the correction. The error is regretted.

Infrared Digital Thermometers 
for orphanages
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St Ignatius Church brings 
Christmas cheer to migrants

PENAMPANG: Archbishop John 
Wong of Kota Kinabalu Archdio-
cese officially formalised Caritas 
Kota Kinabalu (KK) Committee 
to spearhead the Church’s social 
mission at their inaugural gather-
ing Dec 19.

Fifteen members of the laity 
from diverse backgrounds were 
appointed as Committee mem-
bers. The appointments were a 
result of some consultation, and 
recommendations by Fr Gilbert 
Marcus, Spiritual Advisor, and 
Sr Anita James, Coordinator, of 
Caritas KK.

Caritas KK will focus on the 
top three to five priority social 
issues in Sabah to begin with, 
among 19 wide-ranging issues 
identified at their initial consulta-
tion with various respondents.

Caritas KK Committee com-
prises individuals from Non-Gov-
ernmental Organisations (NGOs), 
Catholic Doctors Group, individ-
ual lawyers, Banking Institutions 
and Church leaders who will 

serve for a period of three years 
until the end of 2023.

The prelate said at the moment 
Caritas KK is still being called a 
Committee, but as they grow in 
maturity, in the future the Com-
mittee would be renamed a Com-
mission alongside nine other 
Commissions in the archdiocese.

During the inaugural gathering, 
the members were given an ori-
entation on the concerns and the 
Social Mission of the Church and 
the role of Caritas KK.

Initial findings from the ground, 
after consulting with various re-
spondents, have established a se-
ries of social issues in Sabah that 
the Church should be concerned 
about. In his presentation, Jubili 
Anilik Felix, Caritas KK member, 
presented the findings consisting 
of 19 identified social issues such 
as poverty, political instability, 
pandemic, gender inequality, ra-
cial discrimination, faith forma-
tion and so on.

It would be ambitious for Cari-

tas to start dealing with all the 
issues at once. Thus the Commit-
tee has decided on a face-to-face 
consultation on Feb 27 with each 
parish’s representative and identi-
fied groups, to further refine and 
clarify issues and ultimately to 
reach consensus on the top three 
to five priority social issues in Sa-
bah to begin with.

After listening to the social is-
sues that exist in Sabah, Dominic 
Lim, an ex-officio member of 
Caritas KK, said he hoped that 
everyone is ‘disturbed’ because 
those are not the kind of life cre-
ated and planned by God the Fa-
ther.

He explained that Caritas 
stands as a social mission of the 
Church that is building towards a 
civilization of love where preach-
ing the Good News is one’s social 
responsibility, and working with 
others is for the common good of 
the whole society.

He said there will be many 
challenges, “The work is not go-

ing to be easy; many people will 
challenge us because of the dif-
ferences in values,” emphasizing 
that Caritas is carrying the Gospel 
values.

The orientations followed with 
Fr Gilbert Marcus explaining 
in depth the role of Caritas KK, 
which will be working closely 
with local NGOs and government 
agencies in her missions.

Archbishop Wong revealed that 
at the initial stage, the funding 
to do Caritas missions will come 
from two sources i.e. from the 
Archdiocese and donations from 
the Lenten Appeal.

The Catholic Bishops Con-
ference of Malaysia (CBCM) 
decided early this year to estab-
lish Caritas Malaysia as the of-
ficial social mission arm of the 
Catholic Church and thereupon 
launched Caritas Malaysia Nov 
6, with each arch/diocese estab-
lishing their own Caritas Office. 
— By Linda Edward, Catholic 
Sabah

PETALING JAYA: The current 
COVID-19 pandemic has hit all 
sectors of our society. Amongst 
the most affected are migrants 
and refugees who are not able 
to get permanent jobs or gov-
ernment assistance due to their 
status. St Ignatius Church (SIC) 
Parish Integral Human Devel-
opment Ministry (PIHDM) has 
been helping many migrant refu-
gees who seek our aid for many 
years. One of the groups we have 

been providing food supplies to 
are the Zomi migrants from My-
anmar.

Due to new norms, PIHDM 
was not able to hold a Christ-
mas party for them this year. So 
on the morning of Saturday Dec 
19, food rations, essential goods 
and toys for more than 50 of 
their children and families were 
brought to their hall in Kota Da-
mansara. Due to the social dis-
tancing requirements, only about 

20 of the refugees could be in-
vited. All the presents were given 
to them to be redistributed to the 
others later.

SIC Parish Priest Fr Andrew 
Wong CDD was also present to 
greet attendees and give away the 
presents. We thank all our donors 
and volunteers who support our 
ministry in carrying out corporal 
works of mercy and helped pack 
gifts on this occasion. Peace and 
love to all. — By Michael Toh

Caritas Kota Kinabalu to focus on 
top five social issues in Sabah

Migrant families with Fr Andrew Wong, CDD.

Jubili Anilik Felix presenting the social issues in Sabah during the Caritas KK orientation. (CS photo)

KOTA KINABALU: Sacred Heart 
Cathedral parish priest Fr Paul Lo 
(pic), who lives in the rectory of the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral, tested pos-
itive and required hospitalisation, 
Archbishop John Wong announced 
Dec 31 after the live streamed New 
Year Eve Mass.

Following the strict requirement 
of the authorities, the four assistant 
priests who live with him in the 
rectory, as well as the parish staff 
who were in close contact with Fr 
Lo, were also required to be tested.

The parish is closed for two 
weeks for sanitisation works, and 
is expected to reopen on Jan 16 
with the Sunset Mass. 

Fr Paul Lo was discharged from 
the hospital Jan 7. He would be 
completing the rest of his quar-
antine at home in the rectory, and 
would not be available to visitors 
or parishioners during this dura-
tion.

Another priest, Fr Felix Chung, 
the first documented case of a 
priest infected with COVID-19 in 
Kota Kinabalu was released from 
the hospital Jan 6, just over a month 
since he was taken to Queen Eliza-
beth Hospital for quarantine. — By 
Agnes Chai, Catholic  Sabah

Fr Andrew Wong CDD and PIHDM giving presents to the migrants.

Fr Paul Lo 
tests positive 
for COVID-19
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Christ is the light at Christmas
Dear Editor,

Joy to the world, the Lord has come. 
Yes, for the year 2020, we may have 
been crippled by the coronavirus, 
but the spirit of Christmas must be 
kept alive. Kudos to the Parishes 
which have lighted up their Church-
es like fairylands to show the world 
that Christ is alive today, despite the 
darkness of coronavirus. Let Jesus 
be the light to the darkness of the 
world, as light is associated with 
creation.

This idea of light over darkness 

is biblical and it’s a timely reminder 
to many of us who went through a 
tough period in one way or another 
as we adjusted to the global pan-
demic. There is no denying that the 
darkness of coronavirus has come to 
plunge the world into horror, clos-
ing Churches, disrupting activities, 
depressing economies, creating lay-
offs and denying the social needs 
of mankind. We have never experi-
enced anything like this before.

In John 8:12, Jesus said, “I am the 
light of the world: he that followeth 
me shall not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.” 

Light will always conquer dark-
ness. Keep your Christmas spirit 
brightly lit. Let Jesus be the Light of 
the World. Finding light in the dark-
ness means finding hope in times of 
despair. 

Lawrence Foo
Via Email

Dear Editor,

It was one of the best and most 
meaningful Christmases I ever 
celebrated in my twenty years as 
a priest. Many people don’t agree 
with me, but the pandemic gave 
the Church a great opportunity 
this Christmas to celebrate Jesus’ 
birth with its true essence. 

Why I say this is because of the 
more controlled and reverential 
atmosphere that it has created. 
The usual crowded, noisy and 
restless gathering was limited ac-
cording to the size of the Church 
with the SOP requirements. The 
church had to space out the gath-
erings and have more Masses. In 
the parish of St John the Baptist in 
Sungai Siput, I had four Masses 
spread out from Dec 22 to 25.

The community had to come 
early for Mass for the usual 
screening. Places were allocated 
according to the specific numbers. 
People couldn’t be late because 
the Church main gate was closed 
immediately as Mass began. So 
no one had a choice but to come 
early. People couldn’t sit wher-
ever they wanted and they were 
unable to talk within the Church 

premises. 
The usual glamorous “drama 

minggu ini” during Christmas 
Mass was totally avoided. From 
church pew booking with umbrel-
las till car park conflicts all were 
absent. Parading new fashion of 
dress, hairstyle for catwalks with-
in the church were also avoided. 
Crowds outside the church who 
were sometimes unruly were ab-
sent and Christmas-attending pa-
rishioners also had to comply to 
the government SOP.

The silence within the Church 
was extraordinary. Unnecessary 
movement of people was limited. 
The choir, server children, com-
munion ministers and wardens 
were all in their places without 
distractions. I discovered those 
looking for attention within the 
Church were also reminded that 

the star of the night is Jesus Christ 
and no one else. The prayerful 
and meaningful atmosphere, from 
the beginning of the Mass till the 
leaving from the church grounds 
was very spiritual. The spiritual-
ity of the crib which is sung every 
year in the song of Silent Night, 
Holy Night was finally realised. 
Praised be to God for this great 
opportunity to learn once again 
the true meaning of the mystery of 
the Emmanuel. 

Christmas Mass in Church is 
the most fundamental invitation of 
God’s love. Sadly, along the way, 
communities have sometimes 
celebrated Christmas without the 
birthday boy. The focus had been 
placed on other externals like car-
olling, parties, gifts, Santa Claus 
and other unnecessary accesso-
ries, which distract from the true 
meaning of Christmas. I pray and 
hope that as a community of faith 
we will continue to learn the es-
sence of Church life and spiritual-
ity. 

Enjoy life, stay safe and God 
bless. 

Fr Mark Michael
Sungai Siput

Finally a silent and holy night

Let us build a new Myanmar 
of  justice and peace
YANGON: May this new year come 
as a blessing to all of you. The birth of 
the new year is also the birth of hope. 
Let us celebrate hope as one nation. 
We leave behind 2020 with all its 
challenges. That was an unforgetta-
ble year. It caused pain, it wounded 
us deeply. Globally, it emerged as an 
arrogant enemy against human sur-
vival. Life and livelihoods are threat-
ened. Starvation is a reality for nearly 
122 million people in the world. It 
was an existential disruption.

But 2020 is not a story of human 
submission, it is a story of human re-
silience. As the doors of 2020 were 
closing, the scientists won a strategic 
battle against our enemy. The vac-
cine came with an astonishing speed. 
Hope is on the horizon. The corona-
virus pandemic will end.

The year 2020 also proved to be 
the year of compassion. Our gener-
ous Myanmar people rose against 
the prospect of chronic starvation 
through sharing their food when the 
lockdown came in. For a country 
that was facing pre-COVID socio-
economic morbidities, our people’s 
response was poignant.  

When nature attacks us, we stand 
together. Once again, we have 
proved that we are a golden land, 
but not because we have jade and 
diamonds. We are a golden land be-
cause our people’s hearts are made 

of gold. They can melt at the sight of 
the tears of fellow human beings.

For a country with fragile health 
infrastructure, the surge and rate of 
death was controlled by the inspir-
ing example of our frontline health 
workers. The government responded 
with commendable clarity. Guns in 
war areas have fallen silent. Com-
passion has become the common 
religion. This is a golden opportunity 
to build a new Myanmar of justice 
and peace.

Like any other global disaster, 
COVID uncovered underlying injus-
tice. Pope Francis was eloquent in ar-
ticulating that the virus did not attack 
all people equally. Economically and 
socially marginalised communities 
are disproportionally infected. The 
virus kills. Discrimination also kills. 
Disempowerment kills. Poverty 
kills.

COVID is a pandemic that needs 
not only a vaccine but surgery — so-
cial surgery in our priorities, in the 
way we treat the poor and vulner-
able. It is becoming clear that exten-
sive destruction of forests resulted 
in this virus jumping from exotic 
animals into the human population. 
We face an existential crisis: the cry 
of the earth and the cry of the poor.

Any disorder or disruption of so-
cial order is a challenge. But it is also 
an opportunity. To build back better, 

set our moral compass towards the 
vulnerable, let the arc of history bend 
towards economic and environmen-
tal justice. 

In his latest book, Let Us Dream: 
The Path to a Better Future, Pope 
Francis says COVID offers a great 
opportunity to reset priorities. Even 
superpowers which spend billions 
on war machines realised their folly 
when they understood they have 
more soldiers than doctors, more 
guns than ventilators.

For all of us in Myanmar, this is a 
lifetime opportunity. COVID is not 
the only pandemic that has diluted 
the dignity of our people. The sense-
less chronic war and displacement of 
seven decades is the worst pandemic. 

In a country of enormous resources, 
enforced poverty is a cruel pandem-
ic. Millions of our youth forced into 
unsafe migration and modern forms 
of slavery is a heart-wrenching pan-
demic. The time has come to make 
all these pandemics disappear from 
our wounded history.

I call upon all to dream together 
for a new Myanmar. 2020 saw our 
people voting overwhelmingly for 
democracy and peace. Even in eth-
nic areas, people voted for the na-
tional party, hoping it would bring 
peace. Signs are clear that it is time 
to heal our fragmented identities 
based on race, religion and language. 
Too much blood and too many tears 
have been shed. Heal this wounded 
nation through reconciliation. There 
is no peace without justice. Let those 
who rule respect the civil, political, 
economic, social and cultural rights 
of all. There is dignity in diversity.

This country has been open for 
loot for too long. The illicit economy 
robs billions from the people of My-
anmar. Drugs, gems, jade, teak and 
other resources, above and below 
the ground, are looted by interna-
tional mafias, mercenaries and lo-
cal enablers. Democracy is waging 
an asymmetric war. As a nation, we 
need to rise up against these evil 
forces that eat out of the bowels of 
the poor.

Let us dream together for a day 
when peace based on economic and 
environmental justice prevails in 
Myanmar, a day when all the refu-
gees and internally displaced people 
can return home as full citizens. 

Let us dream for the day when 
democracy marches without any 
impediment, let us dream for the 
day when religions will be instru-
ments of peace and reconciliation, let 
us dream for the day we will really 
become the Golden Land, when all 
resources are shared in a transparent 
way, let us dream of the day when we 
will move away from the shameful 
tag as the least development country 
into the most developed nation in 
Southeast Asia.

Let the nightmares of 2020 fade 
away. Let a new Myanmar of dreams 
rise again. Let a new Myanmar of 
peace, health and wealth become a 
reality to all of us.

Wishing my countrymen and 
women a blessed New Year. — By 
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo

l Cardinal Charles Maung Bo is 
the archbishop of Yangon in My-
anmar and president of the Federa-
tion of Asian Bishops’ Conferences. 
The views expressed in this article 
are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the official edito-
rial position of UCA News.

Cardinal Charles Maung Bo

The Editor, HERALD, 5 Jalan Robertson, 50150 KL.  
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Vietnam diocese launches lunar 
new year pastoral programme
HO CHI MINH: A diocese in south-
ern Vietnam has responded to Pope 
Francis’ culture of care by drawing 
up pastoral plans to attend to peo-
ple in need in the coming lunar new 
year.

B i s h o p 
Stephanus Tri 
Buu Thien of 
Can Tho (pic) 
said he ap-
preciates this 
year’s World 
Day of Peace 
m e s s a g e 
themed A Cul-
ture of Care as a Path to Peace by 
Pope Francis, who believes that car-
ing for one another plays an impor-
tant role in building a more fraternal 
society and fighting the culture of 
indifference, waste and confronta-
tion.

Bishop Thien said that although 
local Catholics face economic dif-
ficulties due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, they should follow the Good 
Samaritan and the Pope’s culture 
of care by working hard to support 
themselves and provide material 
and spiritual support for their poorer 
neighbours to celebrate the lunar 
new year festival, which runs from 
Feb 10-16.

The 70-year-old prelate, who is 
in charge of the country’s interfaith 
dialogue ministry, called on local 
priests and religious to educate lay-
people on how to exercise the culture 
of care in their daily life, to stand on 
their own feet, to take responsibility 
for their families and not depend on 
other people’s financial help when 
they can deal with their problems.

Parish priests should encourage 
people to toil tirelessly to improve 
their economic lives and save up for 
their own basic needs and the seven-
day new year festival. The 65-year-
old diocese serves some 200,000 
Catholics among a total population 
of 5.5 million in Can Tho and four 

provinces of Ca Mau, Bac Lieu, Hau 
Giang and Soc Trang.

Bishop Thien asked people to 
hold no extravagant parties, offer no 
wreaths but instead give money to 
families with funerals, and to avoid 
alcohol.

He called on parishes and con-
gregations to make action plans and 
raise funds to give material and spir-
itual support to people in need in the 
lunar new year festival. The diocese 
has 241 priests serving 145 parishes.

They should visit and offer basic 
food, money and other gifts to the 
poor. They also should build and 
repair houses for those who need 
shelters and organize free meals for 
them.

He said local people should take 
initiative to show the culture of care 
to the poorest of the poor during the 
traditional festival.

He asked priests to report the re-
sults of their charitable work to him 
after the festival. — ucanews.com

Poor people ‘buy’ goods at the shop in Cai Tac Parish of Hau Giang prov-
ince on Jan 3, 2021. (UCA News photo courtesy of gpcantho.com)

Dozens of Catholics were among a 
group of more than 2,000 religious 
and community leaders who urged 
Congress to reject any effort to 
overturn the results of November’s 
presidential election.

“As faithful citizens, we are pray-
ing for a peaceful, smooth and dig-
nified transfer of power,” said the 
statement, released Jan 5 by Vote 
Common Good, an advocacy or-
ganisation whose website says its 
job is “inspiring, energising and 
mobilising people of faith to make 
the common good their voting cri-
teria and to pursue faith, hope and 
love for a change on Election Day 
2020 and prevent the reelection of 
Donald Trump.”

“A delayed and drawn-out objec-

tion on Jan 6 would not overturn 
the will of the American people and 
change the outcome of the election. 
It will be nothing but a disservice to 
the idea of e pluribus unum (out of 
many, one) — and every member 
of Congress who believes in the 
sanctity of our democracy should 
say so.”

Congress convenes Jan 6 to cer-
tify the submission of Electoral 
College votes. While ordinarily a 
formality, some Republican law-
makers in both the House and Sen-
ate have said they will move to nul-
lify the results in certain states.

In the November election, for-
mer Vice President Joe Biden and 
former Sen Kamala Harris, the 
Democratic ticket, defeated incum-

bent Republican President Donald 
Trump and Vice President Mike 
Pence by more than 7 million votes 
in the popular vote, and by 306-
232 in the Electoral College — the 
same margin that Trump and Pence 
beat Hillary Clinton and Sen. Tim 
Kaine of Virginia in the 2016 elec-
tion — even though Trump-Pence 
fell short of Clinton-Kaine in the 
popular vote.

“Vice President Pence will pre-
side over the certification, as the 
vice president does every four years. 
Vice President (Richard) Nixon 
presided over the certification of 
John F. Kennedy’s win; Vice Presi-
dent (Al) Gore presided over the 
certification of George W. Bush’s 
win — and Vice President Biden 

presided over the certification of 
Donald Trump’s win in 2017,” the 
statement said. Nixon lost to Ken-
nedy, and Gore lost to Bush.

Since the election, the statement 
said, “the courts, including the Su-
preme Court, have rejected attempts 
to discount or overturn the results 
of the election 59 times and state 
election officials from both sides of 
the aisle have repeatedly stated this 
election was free and fair. There-
fore, we are now calling on every 
member of Congress — themselves 
elected by the voters — to honour 
this result as well.”

Catholic signers included Ste-
phen Schneck, executive director 
of the Franciscan Action Network; 
Sister Simone Campbell, a Sister 

of Social Service who is the head 
of Network, a Catholic social jus-
tice lobby; and Sister Ann Scholz, 
a School Sister of Notre Dame who 
is associate director for social mis-
sion for the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious.

Other signers included Holy 
Names Sister Mary C. Boys, a the-
ology professor at Union Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York City; Jo 
Marie Griesgraber, executive direc-
tor for the New Rules for Global Fi-
nance Coalition; and Servite Father 
John Pawlikowski, former director 
of the Catholic-Jewish Studies Pro-
gramme at Catholic Theological 
Union in Chicago and a noted inter-
faith dialogue partner. — ucanews.
com

US Religious leaders ask to reject bid to overturn election results
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Some 53 Hong Kong pro-democracy activists arrested for ‘subversion’
HONG KONG: About a thousand 
police officers were deployed Jan 
6 morning to arrest 53 pro-de-
mocracy advocates under Hong 
Kong’s new national security law, 
the National Security Department 
announced.

Those arrested are accused of 
“subversion” for allegedly trying 
to paralyse government activity 
and to force Hong Kong chief ex-
ecutive Carrie Lam to resign.

All 53 took part in or helped 
organise primary elections for 
the pro-democracy camp in 
July, when some 600,000 Hong 
Kongers voted to choose candi-
dates for Hong Kong’s Legisla-
tive Council (LegCo).

Shortly after that, Lam decided 
to postpone the elections – sched-
uled for Sept 6 – by a year be-
cause of the pandemic.

For many observers, the real 
reason for the delay was that Lam 
was afraid that the pro-democra-
cy movement could win, as it had 

already done in the district elec-
tions of 2019.

Those arrested include former 
LegCo Members Alvin Yeung, 
Andrew Wan, Au Nok-hin, Clau-
dia Mo, Eddie Chu, Gary Fan, 
Helena Wong, James To, Jeremy 
Tam, Kwok Ka-ki, Lam Cheuk 

Ting, Raymond Chan, Roy 
Kwong and Wu Chi-wai.

Primary organiser Benny Tai 
was also detained along with dis-
trict councillors Andrew Chiu, 
Andy Chui, Ben Chung, Clarisse 
Yeung, Fergus Leung, Kalvin Ho, 
Kinda Li, Lawrence Lau, Lee 

Yue-shun, Lester Shum, Michael 
Pang, Ng Kin-wai, Ricky Or, Roy 
Tam, Sam Cheung, Shun Lee, Sze 
Tak-loy, Tat Cheng, Tiffany Yuen 
and Henry Wong Pak-yu.

The police also arrested US 
lawyer John Clancey, a former 
Maryknoll missionary and a for-
mer treasurer of the Power for 
Democracy group, and the main 
architect of the pro-democracy 
primary.

These arrests are a serious blow 
to the pro-democracy movement, 
after pro-democracy media mag-
nate Jimmy Lai was remanded in 
custody on Dec 31, also on charg-
es of breaking the security law.

National Security Department 
senior superintendent Steve Li 
blames those arrested for trying 
to secure 35 or more seats in the 
LegCo for the pro-democracy 
camp in order to have the num-
bers to veto the government’s 
budgets.

Observers note that the security 

law is only used as a tool of po-
litical repression; contrary to the 
claims of Hong Kong and main-
land Chinese authorities when the 
bill was adopted in June, acts of 
vandalism or violence have not 
been punished.

The law has affected people 
who express their opinions with-
out violence and try to organise 
themselves to participate in the 
political life of the city, as was 
the case in 2019 with protests 
against the extradition law.

With the Jan 6 arrests, the lead-
ers of China and Hong Kong 
show that being a pro-democracy 
candidate or lawmaker is in itself 
an act of subversion in the former 
British colony.

However, this is contrary to 
Hong Kong’s Basic Law, and the 
principle of “one country, two 
systems”, which is the foundation 
on which the territory’s autono-
my from the mainland should be 
based. — AsiaNews

From left. above, some of those arrested: Wu Chi-Wai, Lester Shum, Gwyneth 
Ho, Alvin Yeung, James To, Kwok Ka-ki, Lam Cheuk-ting, Eddie Chu, Ventus 
Lau, Benny Tai, Raymond Chan, and Leung Kwok-hung.
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VATICAN: The Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity and 
the Lutheran World Federation re-
cently announced the publication of 
the updated Italian translation of the 
historic ecumenical document called 
the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine 
of Justification.  

A post on the Council’s website 
notes that by launching the updated 
document on January 3, the day this 
year when Catholics and Lutherans 
recall the 500th anniversary of the 
excommunication of Martin Luther, 
both the Lutheran World Federation 
and the Pontifical Council for Pro-
moting Christian Unity underscore 
their commitment to walking togeth-
er on their common journey from 
conflict to communion.

Bishop Brian Farrell, secretary of 
the Pontifical Council, spoke with 
Thaddeus Jones of Vatican News 
about the importance of this initia-
tive.

Q: Bishop Farrell, how would 
you describe the importance 
of this joint Catholic-Lutheran 
initiative in updating the Italian 
translation of the joint declara-
tion on the Doctrine of Justifi-
cation?
Let me first say how important it 
was in ecumenical dialogue between 
Catholics and Lutherans 20 years 
ago, when we reached an agreement 
on the Doctrine of Justification. Most 
people may not think of it as some-
thing very important, but it is fun-
damental because it goes to the very 

heart of the Gospel and it goes to the 
very heart of the controversies that 
separated Lutherans and Catholics in 
the 16th century.

Many will remember that Luther-
ans insisted — that Luther insisted 
— on the fact that we are saved by 
the grace of Christ: in faith. Catholics 
(on the other hand) supposedly in-
sisted that we had to do good works. 
This is the question that has always 
hung over the conflict between the 
Protestant Reformed Movement and 
the Catholic Church.

So, in 1999, there was this agree-
ment between the Catholic Church 
and the Lutheran World Federation 
that we do have the same doctrine 
and it basically says this: together, 
we Lutherans and Catholics, con-
fess that by grace alone and faith in 
Christ’s saving work, and not be-
cause of any merit on our part, we 
are accepted by God and receive the 
Holy Spirit who renews our hearts 
and makes us capable of doing good 
work. So, we reached an agreement 
on something that was fundamental, 
something that caused the rift and 
the separation and so much conflict 
down the centuries.

Now, 20 years after this agree-
ment, we decided that we needed to 
publish a new edition in Italian be-
cause we noticed that different Ital-
ian translations had some deficien-
cies or different terminologies and 
so forth. We have done this because 
we are in the 500th anniversary of a 
very important moment in the his-
tory of the Church. As you know, 

in these days we have celebrated 
the 500th anniversary of the excom-
munication of Luther, so we thought 
that would be a good anniversary in 
which to publish this: to show that 
we’re not in the same place as we 
were then.

Q: The original document was 
drafted and written in English, 
wasn’t it?
In English and in German. Those are 
the official texts because many of 
the people in the dialogue were natu-
rally German Lutherans or Swedish 
or Finnish Lutherans and they spoke 
German. So the text was written in 
German and in English.

Q: Where are we today in 
Catholic-Lutheran ecumenical 
dialogue, especially in view of 
the progress made over recent 
decades?
We’re very far ahead of where we 
were 500 years ago and down the 
centuries. If you remember, Pope 
Francis in 2017 went to Lund in Swe-
den to commemorate the 500th anni-
versary of the beginning of the Lu-
theran reform — that was the time, 
supposedly when Luther pinned his 
95 theses on the door of the cathedral.

Regarding the whole idea of where 
we are at the moment, you could state 
it in the title of the document that the 
Lutheran Catholic Dialogue Com-

mission has published for this 500th 
anniversary: it’s called From Conflict 
to Communion. And that’s where we 
are.

We are on the road away from con-
flict towards communion. And that 
communion grows as we reach new 
understanding and new agreements 
between us. So yes, we are in a very 
different place.

The English version of the Joint 
Declaration on the Doctrine of Jus-
tification, with other important dia-
logue documents, can be found on 
the website of the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity, www.
christianunity.va

— Vatican News

Catholics and Lutherans reaffirm 
commitment to communion

Common Ecumenical Prayer (Lund, Sweden, 2016).  (Vatican Media)

WASHINGTON: Gloria Purvis, who 
was told after the Dec 30 broadcast 
of the EWTN radio show Morning 
Glory that the show was cancelled 
effective immediately, said she has 
no regrets using the show to discuss 
racial matters following the police 
killing of George Floyd last May.

“I will never, ever, ever have re-
grets for shining the light of the Gos-
pel on a situation that was surround-
ed by darkness,” Purvis said in a Dec 
31 phone interview.

Purvis, along with her co-host, 
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, are 
Black.

In late June, EWTN’s largest affili-
ate, the Guadalupe Radio Network, 
pulled Morning Glory from its sta-
tions, and the show never returned.

“If I say that I believe in the Gos-
pel, I just don’t feel I can regret be-
ing faithful to Him by spreading His 
truth in something that’s a national 
conversation that seems to be rooted 
in the Gospel,” Purvis said, “and they 
always are made as mere political is-
sues when we as believers should be 
turning to the dignity of the human 
person and teach what the Church 
says about racism.”

Purvis said when she was given 
word of the cancellation by Jack 

Williams, EWTN Radio’s general 
manager, she was given no reason 
— nor, she added, had she ever been 
given any indication that things were 
amiss or that the show’s performance 
was not up to expectations. In fact, 
according to Purvis, “that was the 
first time I talked to Jack — or Jack 
talked to me — in months.”

Catholic News Service tried un-
successfully to reach officials of 
EWTN.

EWTN had pulled down all ma-
terial pertaining to Morning Glory 
from its website, but restored it after 
other contributors — including com-
edy writer Jeannie Gaffigan — told 
EWTN to pull their own content as 
well unless Morning Glory content 
was restored.

The Morning Glory cancella-
tion was part of a year-end spate of 
changes at EWTN.

Webpages featuring Fr George 
Rutler were pulled after the longtime 
EWTN programme host, a priest 
of the Archdiocese of New York, 
stepped aside as pastor of his New 
York City parish following allega-
tions of sexual misdeeds, including 
sexual assault, by a parish security 
guard.

EWTN also cancelled another 

radio show, Open Line, hosted by 
Fr Larry Richards. Two top editors 
at EWTN-owned Catholic News 
Agency, editor in chief J.D. Flynn 
and Washington bureau chief Ed 
Condon, announced their departures 
— both of which they said were of 
their own volition — in the last days 
of December.

Purvis said she had not given much 
thought to the “circular firing squad” 
of EWTN fans targeting one of their 
own. But “when you get slapped in 
the face or stabbed in the back, it 
doesn’t feel good,” she added.

“When you follow Jesus, you can 
expect to carry a cross. Carrying a 
cross doesn’t always feel good. But 
I love them. There’s a lot of things 
we do for people we love that peo-
ple don’t feel good about. But love 
transforms things that aren’t likable 
into something that can be likable. 
Or bearable at the very least.”

In the CNS interview, Purvis elab-
orated on the role faith has in racial 
matters.

“What does it mean to have hu-
man dignity? What does it look like 
in policing? What does human dig-
nity look like in trying to repair?” she 
asked. “These are all the questions 
where we can turn to our faith in 

God. It also tends to move the con-
versation away from mere politics 
because we as Catholics value the 
dignity of each and every human 
person.”

“That means something!” Purvis 
added. “We all are members of the 
human family. We all have a certain 
dignity. When you see such brutalisa-
tion of a human person and the mur-
der of a human person … it should 
bring questions to us. We should be 
turning to our faith for answers rather 
than just letting political talk frame 
the conversation.

“We are willing to diminish the 
humanity of the person who’s been 
brutalised. And I’m not just talking 
about George Floyd. There’s also 
something broken in Officer (Derek) 
Chauvin,” one of four Minneapolis 
policemen charged in Floyd’s death, 
she said. “We’re only looking at 
half the pie. Some people didn’t see 
anything wrong with George Floyd 
being murdered; they didn’t see any-
thing mistaken about Officer Chau-
vin’s behaviour.

“As normative as it is to brutalise a 
human person like that,” she contin-
ued. “And it was surprising to me to 
hear Catholics not even be moved by 
it: ‘I was moved by it until he was’ 

— insert x, y, z unfavourable char-
acteristics. That is not who we are as 
believers.”

When Morning Glory was can-
celled, ironically, “I had been on a 
break from social media,” Purvis 
said. But “My Twitter has blown up, 
so I just put a very thankful tweet out 
to everyone.”

She still has speaking and writing 
commitments made well before the 
show was cancelled.

“Frankly, I’ve been on a lot of 
phone calls,” she said, and she also 
planned to go through her emails 
to respond to people following the 
show’s cancellation. Also, instead 
of the pre-dawn slog of getting a 
morning-drive radio show together, 
Purvis said, laughing, she plans to be 
“enjoying my family.” — By Mark 
Pattison, CNS

l Turn to Page 10 for more

Fired EWTN host: ‘I will never, ever, ever 
have regrets’ talking about race

Gloria Purvis, former co-host of 
“Morning Glory” on EWTN Radio, 
is seen in this 2017 file photo. (CNS 
photo/The Catholic Spirit/Dave 
Hrbacek)
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Tiny yet strong: Timor-Leste’s 
exemplary COVID-19 success

DILI: Timor-Leste is infamous for 
endemic poverty, a fragile health-
care system, a largely inefficient 
public administration and volatile 
politics. The tiny Southeast Asian 
nation was predicted to be hit by a 
perfect storm when it recorded its 
first case of coronavirus on March 
21 last year.

The country’s only ventila-
tor was at the national hospital 
in capital Dili, illustrating how 
poorly the nation of 1.3 million 
was equipped to combat the virus 
threat.

Moreover, it was very difficult 
to impose health and safety meas-
ures like the use of masks, sani-
tizers and physical distancing, as 
Timorese people love a vibrant 
social life.

A strict lockdown in the form of 
an emergency was risky as about 

40 percent of the nation are clas-
sified as poor and per capita na-
tional income stands at slightly 
over US$1,500. Its economy was 

expected to grow by about 6 per-
cent, the lowest rate since its inde-
pendence from Indonesia in 1999.

Most socioeconomic develop-

ment enterprises in Timor-Leste 
depend largely on foreign aid in 
the form of assistance from UN 
agencies and other international 
charities, making it the 20th most 
aid-dependent nation in the world.

Yet, more than 10 months on, 
the Catholic-majority country 
has emerged as a remarkably suc-
cessful victor against the mighty, 
invisible enemy, defying all odds 
while wealthy and well-placed na-
tions in the West and other parts of 
Asia continue to struggle.

Timor-Leste has recorded just 
46 cases of COVID-19 — all im-
ported and with no community 
transmissions as of Jan 5. It is one 
of the few nations in the world, 
including Cambodia, to have not 
reported a single death from the 
virus.

This laudable success comes 

against the backdrop of the vi-
rus continuing to ravage its large 
neighbour and former coloniser 
Indonesia, which has recorded 
over 772,000 cases and nearly 
23,000 deaths.

The victory against COVID-19 
resulted from a multi-pronged ap-
proach that brought the whole na-
tion under a strong umbrella for 
protection. It was crucial for sur-
vival amid little choices given that 
Timor’s weak healthcare system 
couldn’t withstand a raging con-
tagion.

A series of quick and decisive 
actions by the government saved 
the nation from an impending dis-
aster. Political and church leaders 
joined hands to cooperate in the 
time of crisis to turn the tables. —
Rock Ronald Rozario, ucanews.
com

Archbishop Virgilio do Carmo da Silva, watched by Prime Minister Taur 
Matan Ruak (right), speaks to media after their meeting in Dili to discuss the 
Covid-19 pandemic. (UCA News photo/Thomas Ora)

Asian bishops launch online communication courses
MANILA: The social communi-
cation institute of the Federation 
of Asian Bishops’ Conferences 
(FABC) has launched online 
courses for the formation of pas-
toral leaders in Asia.

The Manila-based Veritas Asia 
Institute of Social Communication 
(Vaiscom) of the FABC Office of 
Social Communication (OSC) 
launched three online communi-
cation courses on Jan 6.

OSC chairman Bishop Roberto 
Mallari inaugurated a website 
(www.vaiscom.org) and launched 
the courses via a Zoom confer-
ence.

The prelate said communica-
tion is central to the mission of 
the Church. “Our God is a com-
municating God and communica-
tion is central to the mission of the 
Church,” he said.

The new institute and the online 
programme will instil dynamism 
among pastoral leaders in Asia 

and help them acquire the knowl-
edge and skills needed for effec-
tive ministry, he added.

Salesian Fr George Plathottam, 
executive secretary of the OSC, 
said Vaiscom is committed to form 
personnel for various communica-
tion ministries of the Church in 
Asia by means of online, in-cam-
pus and in loco programmes.

“It will offer training support, 
support research and follow-up 
programmes. The current online 
mode of learning, though planned 
long before the outbreak of COV-
ID-19, has become a timely and 
common platform of learning,” he 
said.

In the online format, Vaiscom 
plans to offer three programmes 
— basic, advanced and diploma 
— and students will be able to 
access video lessons, study notes 
and other resource materials. The 
programme is in response to the 
need to equip church leaders meet 

the challenges presented by the 
new media and diverse pastoral 
contexts in Asia.

Quoting Pope Paul VI, FABC 
assistant secretary-general Fr Wil-
liam LaRousse said: “The mission 
of the Church in Asia is for all 
peoples.”

He called the new programme 
timely and hugely beneficial at a 
time when the FABC is celebrat-
ing its golden jubilee and commu-
nication presents new opportuni-
ties.

Fr Victor F. Sadaya, general 
manager of Radio Veritas Asia 
(RVA), Fr John Mishen, director-
designate of Vaiscom, and Fr 
Bernard Dashi Tang, programme 
director of RVA, hailed the estab-
lishment of the institute and the 
launching of the programme.

An online course titled Commu-
nication for Pastoral Leadership 
is due to begin in July and Vais-
com has already started the admis-

sion process.
The course is flexible and is 

offered to individuals as well as 
institutions like seminaries at an 
affordable fee. Applicants can reg-
ister for one course or for all three 
and complete the programme at 
their own pace.

A team of Salesians under the 
leadership of Fr Plathottam, with 
technical support from Delhi-
based Manna Media Hub, Manila-
based Asia Pacific Consortium of 
Educational Research and RVA, 
designed the course. — ucanews.
com

Singapore Catholic nurses mark 50 years of comfort, compassion and care
SINGAPORE: The Catholic Nurs-
es’ Guild of Singapore (CNGS) 
recently celebrated the 50th anni-
versary of its foundation by reiter-
ating its pledge to keep up with its 
motto of comfort, compassion and 
tender loving care.

Due to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the group ditched a flamboyant 
celebration of the golden jubilee, 
holding a low-key programme to 
mark the anniversary late last year 
with its 250 member nurses.

Founded in 1970, the CNGS 
bears the legacy of Fr Albert For-
tier, a French missionary priest 
from the Paris Foreign Missions 
Society who started the Catholic 
Nurses’ Guild in Malaysia, then 
Malaya, back in 1947.

While dispensing pastoral care 
to the sick in hospitals, Fr For-
tier was moved by the loneliness 
of young nurses who were posted 
to hospitals far from their home-

towns. The priest set up the sup-
port group-cum-faith community 
for Catholic nurses in Kedah with 
five members. He later started an-
other branch in the capital, Kuala 
Lumpur, in 1948.

Following his transfer to Sin-
gapore, Fr Fortier helped in the 
formation of the CNGS, which 

elected its first executive council 
in 1970.

In her message, Laura Tan, pres-
ident of the guild, said that despite 
overwhelming fear and a sense 
of uncertainty over COVID-19, 
Catholic nurses have been dedi-
cated to their duties of serving pa-
tients by keeping the motto of the 

organization in their hearts.
The members of the community 

have also kept their faith alive in 
the time of the coronavirus pan-
demic, she said.

“We had to stay physically and 
mentally strong to support our pa-
tients, their families and our own 
families back home. But, as time 

went by and we gradually got to 
know more about the disease and 
saw our patients recovering and 
returning home to reunite with 
their families, we felt more confi-
dent and less fearful,” Tan wrote 
in a message posted on Catholic 
News of Singapore.

Besides regular duties, Catholic 
nurses have joined parish mem-
bers to cook and deliver food to 
hospital wards and homes, attend-
ed Masses when restrictions were 
lifted, prepared masks for priests, 
visited neighbourhoods and at-
tended virtual gatherings to keep 
up the community spirit and faith 
formation, Tan noted.

Fr Johnson Fernandez, spir-
itual director of the group since 
1973, reminded the nurses about 
the greatness of their profession 
and lauded them for outstanding 
services during the pandemic. 
ucanews.com

The Veritas Asia Institute of Social Communication is developing pastoral 
leaders. (UCA News Photo/Vaiscom)

Members of the Catholic Nurses’ Guild of Singapore pose with spiritual director Father Johnson Fernandez. (UCA 
News photo/CNGS Facebook group)
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The new year is upon us. It brings a great and vibrant hope 
that with the arrival of vaccines, the deadly killer COV-

ID-19 might be defeated in another year if political leaders 
really lead and act with moral conscience and competence.

A vaccine will not eliminate the virus. It will still be there, 
but we can be protected from it. Certainly, the economy has 
to keep rolling on, and total lockdowns are not going to be 
applied anytime soon, but infections and deaths are increas-
ing at a rapid pace.

It is indeed good riddance to traumatic 2020 when nearly 
2 million people were killed by COVID-19. Who doesn’t 
know that? Well, many hundreds of thousands around the 
world appear not to know it or believe it. 

These people live their daily lives and protest and dem-
onstrate at the government restrictions on social distancing, 
wearing masks and hand washing frequently. To them, the 
virus is fake news or at least is not real to them. Perhaps they 
don’t read, listen or watch the news.

They ignore warnings and go partying and socially mix-
ing, and seem ignorant about the threat to life that the vi-
rus poses. It is only when they have the painful, debilitating 
sickness do they ask themselves, “How did I get this?”

These are the people who do not realise that they are a 
danger to others. They may be pre-symptomatic or asympto-
matic, carrying the virus but yet not showing flu-like symp-
toms. Lucky for them, but not for their friends and neigh-
bours whom they could infect and unknowingly kill. That 
is why effective testing is crucial in controlling the spread.

When a test turns positive, people who have been in close 
contact with the infected person must be traced, and they 
must also be tested. This has worked very well in Taiwan, 
New Zealand and now in China, where the virus was first 
detected.

In these countries, it is under tight control. South Korea 
was a winner for a while, but a new outbreak has been de-
tected. The same is true in Thailand. Perhaps complacency 
set in and people lowered their guard and cast off protective 
measures.

When people are tested positive, all must isolate and, 
when very sick, go to a hospital. The increasing number of 
infected people is alarming and exceedingly serious. New 
records are set every day.

Hospitals everywhere are short of beds and intensive care 
facilities. Patients are parked in hospital corridors, chapels, 
canteens and offices. That is the result of irresponsible social 
contact that has helped the virus to spread.

This novel coronavirus has one mission, it seems: to trans-
mit itself more effectively, infect and kill as many people 
as it can. It is a non-living organism but it can evolve and 
mutate in a matter of months into a new, more deadly killer 
virus. We are witnessing a new strain these days with a more 
virulent mutated virus that is spreading with even quicker 
and more lethal effect as you read this.

Vaccines will take many months to be available to all peo-
ple. It will take a year before the world population is even 
partially protected. I say partially because the experts tell us 
continually that there is no evidence yet about how long the 
vaccine will provide a person with immunity from further 
infection.

The vaccine does not kill the virus but triggers the hu-
man immune system to fight and kill it in the body. We must 
continue the precautions and protective measures for at least 
another year before there will be partial protection.

Vaccines can help us get back to a non-virus-dominat-
ed life and begin an emotional and economic recovery. It 
can’t come soon enough. — By Fr Shay Cullen, SSC, 
ucanews,com

A new year of hope for 
freedom from pandemic

One of the tragedies of contem-
porary Catholicism is that the 
Church has become overly po-

liticised. We’re not talking about be-
ing political in the elevated sense of 
the word — that is, committed to the 
ecclesial community as well as to the 
polis. Rather, the Church has become 
politicised in the sense that political 
divisions among its own members 
tend to dominate everything. 

They dominate not only the crafting 
of careful public statements by those 
who work in and for the Church, but 
also the very process of forming ideas, 
worldviews and opinions. 

The Church has become politicised 
in a way that reflects the slogan of 
Charles Maurras, one of the heroes of 
the neo-integralist Catholics: “la poli-
tique d’abord!”. 

It’s not politics in the sense of day-
to-day politics. It’s politics in the sense 
that the political order comes first as 
key to all other questions: ecclesial, 
theological and spiritual. 

It also comes at the expense of all 
other questions. It's not about how to 
avoid tripping a wire. Indeed, politi-
cal survival is now the very wiring of 
Catholic leadership and is much more 
decisive than possessing intellectual, 
spiritual or even managerial skills. 

Examples of how politics has taken 
over completely within the Church 
One recent example of the ruthless-
ness of this primacy of the political is 

the December 31 departures of a sen-
ior journalist and the editor-in-chief of 
the US-based Catholic News Agency. 

The news came just one day after 
the Eternal Word Television Network 
(EWTN) announced a number of 
changes to its television and radio pro-
gramming including the ouster of Glo-
ria Purvis, an outspoken champion of 
racial justice and host of the Morning 
Glory radio show. 

On one level this is an egregious ex-
ample of the fact that, in American Ca-
tholicism today, Black Catholics con-
tinue to pay the price for anti-racism 
work. 

But on another level, it demonstrates 
how politics has taken over complete-
ly, when a conservative Catholic media 
conglomerate like EWTN thinks it can 
get away with so blatantly signalling 
its position on the issue of racism in a 
country where Trump and his Catholic 
supporters will likely refuse to leave 
the stage even after Joe Biden is inau-
gurated president on January 20. 

Another example of the primacy of 
politics in current American Catholi-
cism is the way the US bishops have 
dealt with Donald Trump’s threats to 
democracy during his presidency, his 
failed re-election campaign and  the 
aftermath of Biden’s clear victory. 

The silence of the shepherds 
As a national body, the bishops have 
said nothing about how Trump — a 
president many of them saw as an ally 
in the “culture wars” — has posed a 
threat to the Republic.

Their silence is due, in part, to a 
kind of constitutional agnosticism. 
It is also partly out of fear that they 
might send a political message too 
uncomfortable to stomach for Catho-
lics who voted for Trump. And it’s 
due, in good measure, to the political 
sympathy many of the bishops have 
for the outgoing president. 

In Trump’s assault on the rule of 
law, with flagrant attempts to over-
throw an election and institute au-
thoritarian rule, the US Catholic lead-
ers’ efforts to remain neutral show a 
detachment that absolves the extrem-
ists. 

They also display the culture limi-
tations and lack of leadership in the 
generation of clerics currently in 
power in the Church. 

But such ecclesial politicisation is 
evident not only in the Church in the 
United States. It’s a problem wherev-
er the Church has become complacent 
to the threat of ethno-nationalism. It 
is a problem both of political and the-
ological culture. 

The tragedy of  
all-pervading 
Church politics

In the Catholic Church in the United States, one of the most 
important Churches in the world, the structures of ecclesial 
conversation have all but broken down
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This is the framework — not sacramen-
tal, but political — in which Ameri-
can Catholics understand the bishops’ 
threat to impose sanctions on President 
Biden’s access to the Eucharist. 

It manifests how such an ecclesial 
politicisation threatens to destroy the 
Church’s sacramental orientation. 

It also extinguishes the Church’s abil-
ity to deal with internal differences in a 
way that is not dominated by a superim-
posing partisan framework, including 
the way Catholic politicians deal with 
the abortion issue. 

As Terry Eagleton wrote in his book 
Hope Without Optimism, the true calam-
ity is the extinction of the word: when 
language is obliterated, hope is extin-
guished and meaning collapses. 

The problem of polarisation in the 

Church is not just due to the extremism 
of the positions.

It is also related to the fact that the cur-
rent model of the Church is the result of 
the projection of political faiths on an 
ecclesial screen. The notion of Church 
unity has been reduced to expectations 
of political uniformity.

On top of all the huge challenges 
facing an institutional structure strug-
gling to make sense of itself in the wake 
of momentous and all-encompassing 
changes nationally and globally, it is ur-
gent for the Catholic Church to assume 
a new matrix of understanding that gets 
rid of the mantras of right-wing ideo-
logues that have led to this perilous po-
liticisation of the faith.

Catholicism did not start in the 1980s. 
There is a deep Catholic past from which 

we can and must draw. 
In order to be truly counter-cultural, 

Catholics must be able to offer a sophis-
ticated critique of modernity, and not 
some dubious “Catholic spin” on the 
critique levelled by such non-Catholic 
cultural warriors as Jordan Peterson or 
Ben Shapiro. The either-or lens offered 
by those playing theology as a blood 
sport has done enough damage already. 

In the Catholic Church in the Unit-
ed States, one of the most important 
Churches in the world, the structures of 
ecclesial conversation have all but bro-
ken down. 

And it’s here, unfortunately, where 
Pope Francis’ promise of synodality 
looks like nothing more than a mirage. 
— By Massimo Faggioli, LCI (https:// 
international.la-croix.com/

On the one hand, it is clear that the 
damage done by Christian nationalism 
cannot be repaired from within a reli-
gious framework alone, as Victoria J. 
Barnett wrote recently. 

Catholics in America must recog-
nise the fatal alliance of faith and 
political power. Civic reconciliation 
must begin with the clear repudiation 
of religiously driven nationalism and 
hatred, with a discernment in the pub-

lic square that is politically visible. 
On the other hand, there also has to 

be a de-politicisation of the internal 
debate in the Catholic Church. 

In Catholicism today, the chaos at 
the level of political conscience is 
the result of inverting the roles of the 
Church’s ecclesial-sacramental life 
and its media-virtual existence, with 
the latter now imposing its language 
and morality upon the former.

“This new media ecology threatens 
the unity of the Church, as it replaces 
Catholic ecclesial notions of commun-
ion with an imported secular model of 
cultural identity that reduces ritual and 
doctrine to tools to mark difference,” 
wrote Catholic theologian Vincent 
Miller in an essay published in 2015. 
“At its extreme, unity is reduced to 
the mere internal result of the external 
marking of difference,” he said. 

The fatal alliance of faith and political power 

The serious threats of ecclesial politicisation 
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The COVID-19 pandemic hit Italy and 
then the whole world in March 2020 
with astonishing consequences provok-

ing a health crisis.. It not only destroyed the 
hopes and future of the entire world, but also 
took the lives of many. 

Pope Francis, feeling the suffering of hu-
mankind, did not remain silent or unseen while 
a silent and unseen virus overtook the world. 
He immediately made his voice heard in vari-
ous ways and allowed the world to see its 
shepherd in prayer and in action. During this 
period of pandemic, the Holy Father offered 
the Church and the world continuous and pro-
found reflections not only on the health crisis 
which humanity was undergoing, but, as a true 
shepherd pointed to the future, to life after the 
pandemic, proposing a challenging vision with 
concrete solutions inspired by the Gospel.

1. Faith in our Lord 
Mar 27, 2020 in the evening. It was a special 
evening, the first of its kind in the history of the 
Catholic Church, when a Pope addressed the 
people from an empty St Peter’s Square. Pope 
Francis held the extraordinary Urbi et Orbi 
on the steps of the Basilica. Usually a colour-
ful event reserved only for Christmas Day and 
Easter Sunday, this extraordinary blessing was 
in keeping with the gravity of the current global 
situation, as more than half of the world’s pop-
ulation was confined to their homes to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19. Standing in a desert-
ed St Peter’s Square with a steady rain falling, 
Pope Francis spoke to the world through the 
means of modern communication (Facebook, 
YouTube, TV, and radio).  During the prayer 
he said: 

For weeks now it has been evening. Thick 
darkness has gathered over our squares, 
our streets and our cities; it has taken over 
our lives, filling everything with a deaf-
ening silence and a distressing void, that 
stops everything as it passes by; we feel it 

in the air, we noticed in people’s gestures, 
their glances give them away. We find 
ourselves afraid and lost. Like the disci-
ples in the Gospel, we were caught off 
guard by an unexpected, turbulent storm. 
We have realized that we are on the same 
boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but 
at the same time important and needed, 
all of us called to row together, each of us 
in need of comforting the other. 
No one would ever have imagined that it 

was just a beginning of “dark evenings” in 
the lives of millions of people in the world, 
where the light of their ordinary days was 
overshadowed by the darkness of the pan-
demic. At this critical juncture, the Holy Fa-
ther prayed for the world in the presence of 
two images that have accompanied the peo-
ple of Rome for centuries: the ancient icon of 
Mary Salus Populi Romani – usually housed 
in the Basilica of St Mary Major – and the 
miraculous Crucifix kept in the church of San 

Marcello on the city’s Via del Corso. On that 
evening, as Cardinal Turkson underlines in 
the book To Heal the World, “he resembled 
the suffering servant of God in the prophecy 
of Isaiah (Is 52:13-53:12), bearing the bro-
kenness, the pain and the bewilderment of a 
humanity which was afflicted and terrorised 
by a virus, and for whose infection it had no 
remedy”. He expressed the collective anxiety 
of all, while offering a meditation on the cri-
sis facing the world,  and also reflecting on a 
passage from the Gospel of Mark (4:35-41). 
He compared the situation of the world to that 
of the disciples whose boat was in danger of 
sinking while Jesus slept at the stern. Accord-
ing to the Pope, the pandemic has reminded 
us that we are all on the same boat, and so 
we call out to Jesus like the disciples asking 
Him, “Teacher, do you not care if we perish?” 
The storm exposes “our vulnerability and un-
covers those false and superfluous certainties 
around which we have constructed our daily 
schedules” and lays bare “all those attempts 
to anaesthetize ourselves”. However, what is 
revealed is “our belonging as brothers and sis-
ters”, our common humanity.

The Holy Father pointed out that we have 
all gone ahead “at breakneck speed”, ignoring 
the wars, injustice, and cries of the poor and 
our ailing planet. “We carried on regardless, 
thinking we would stay healthy in a world that 
was sick.” In our stormy sea, we now cry out: 
“Wake up, Lord!” He indicated to us that “in 
the midst of isolation when we are suffering 
from a lack of tenderness and chances to meet 
up, and we experience the loss of so many 
things, let us once again listen to the procla-
mation that saves us: Jesus is risen and is liv-
ing by our side”. We are invited to embrace 
Jesus’ cross in the hardships of the pandemic, 
and become strong in our Faith. Thus, “em-
bracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: 
that is the strength of faith, which frees us 
from fear and gives us hope.”

Life after the pandemic

On Apr 11, 2020, Pope Francis presided 
over the most solemn and noblest of all 

solemnities, the Easter Vigil, on Saturday 
evening in a near empty St Peter’s Basilica. 
Millions around the globe, however, joined 
the Vicar of Christ through television, radio, 
and other digital platforms, to hear the East-
er proclamation resound once again in their 
hearts, in their homes, and in the world. His 
homily focused on “two gifts” that the Risen 
Christ offers to every disciple of every age: 
hope and courage. According to the Pope: 

Tonight we acquire a fundamental right that 
can never be taken away from us: the right to 
hope.  It is a new and living hope that comes 
from God.  It is not mere optimism; it is not a 
pat on the back or an empty word of encour-
agement, with a passing smile. No.  It is a gift 
from heaven, which we could not have earned 
on our own.  Over these weeks, we have kept 
repeating, “All will be well”, clinging to the 
beauty of our humanity and allowing words 
of encouragement to rise up from our hearts.  
But as the days go by and fears grow, even 
the boldest hope can dissipate.  Jesus’ hope is 
different.  He plants in our hearts the convic-
tion that God is able to make everything work 
unto good, because even from the grave he 
brings life.

On the next day, Apr 12, in an Easter of 
solitude for many, lived amid the sorrow and 
hardship that the pandemic is causing, from 
physical suffering to economic difficulties, 
inside the Basilica, surrounded only by his 
closest collaborators, Pope Francis delivered 

his traditional Easter Urbi et Orbi message to 
the city of Rome and the world: 

This disease has not only deprived us of 
human closeness, but also of the possibil-
ity of receiving in person the consolation 
that flows from the sacraments, particu-
larly the Eucharist and Reconciliation. 
But the Lord has not left us alone. United 
in our prayer, we are convinced that He 
has laid His hand upon us.
He challenged everyone to ban indiffer-

ence, self-centredness, division and forgetful-
ness during this time of COVID-19, and to 
spread the “contagion of hope”. He reminded 
us that the pandemic is not a time for indif-
ference because the world is suffering and it 
needs to be united in facing the pandemic. He 
urged everyone to pray for all the poor, espe-
cially for all those living on the peripheries, 
the refugees and the homeless. It is also not 
a time for self-centredness, because everyone 
shares this common challenge. He proposed 
that now is the time that we recognise our-
selves as part of a single family and support 
one another rather than selfishly pursuing 
particular interests and damaging the peace-
ful coexistence and development of future 
generations.

According to the Pope, indifference, self-
centredness, division and forgetfulness are 
words which we do not want to hear at this 
time. We want to ban those words forever, 
which seem to prevail when fear and death 
overwhelm us. In his letter to the Popular 
Movements on Apr 12, he imparted the same 

message: 
In these days of great anxiety and hard-
ship, many have used war-like metaphors 
to refer to the pandemic we are experi-
encing. If the struggle against COVID-19 
is a war, then you are truly an invisible 
army, fighting in the most dangerous 
trenches; an army whose only weapons 
are solidarity, hope, and community spir-
it, all revitalising at a time when no one 
can save themselves alone. As I told you 
in our meetings, to me you are social po-
ets because, from the forgotten peripher-
ies where you live, you create admirable 
solutions for the most pressing problems 
afflicting the marginalised.
Pope Francis repeats the element of hope 

in his reflection which appeared on the web-

site of the Spanish-language periodical Vida 
Nueva on Apr 17 (Reflection of Pope Fran-
cis- A Plan to Rise Again), where he contin-
ued his call to see the coronavirus pandemic 
in light of Christ’s resurrection and hope. As 
he indicates, the pandemic has helped people 
to realise the importance of uniting the entire 
human family in the search for sustainable 
and comprehensive development. The Pope 
pointed out his hope that humanity had devel-
oped the “antibodies of justice, charity, and 
solidarity” when faced with the temptation to 
return to “the globalisation of indifference.” 
According to the Holy Father we need to cul-
tivate “a civilisation of hope” that rejects fear, 
discouragement, and passivity.

l Continued on Page 12

The Contagion on Hope

A reading through the reflections of Pope Francis

Pope Francis delivers his Christmas Message and gives the Urbi et Orbi Blessing from the Hall of 
Benedictions in St Peter’s Basilica. (Vatican Media)

Pope Francis carries the Paschal Candle as he celebrates the Easter vigil in St Peter’s Basilica at 
the Vatican April 11, 2020. The Mass was celebrated without the presence of the public due to the 
coronavirus crisis. (CNS photo/Stefano Dal Pozzolo).

In this work, Archbishop Joseph Marino, President 
of the Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy and Fr Boya 
Johny of the Diocese of Alleppey (India) summarise 
the reflections of Pope Francis during the pandemic 
dividing them into three headings: Faith, Hope and 
Love. 

Firstly, Pope Francis imparted to the Catholic 
Church and the world the depth of faith in God (his 
prayer and message during the extraordinary Urbi et Orbi on Mar 27, 2020). 

Secondly, he exhorted everyone to spread the “contagion of hope” (his message 
during Easter and other occasions). 

Thirdly, he opened the eyes of people to acts of love and solidarity, which the 
world must show to come out of the pandemic (his catechesis on the theme of pan-
demic during his general audience and the continuous reflections until today). 

The starting point of this reflection is based on the extraordinary Urbi et Orbi, 
which contains in a nutshell all the successive reflections and homilies.



Today, the common question 
in spiritual circles is not, 
“What is your church or 

your religion?” But, “what is your 
practice?”

What is your practice? What 
is your particular explicit prayer 
practice? Is it Christian? Bud-
dhist? Islamic? Secular?  Do you 
meditate? Do you do Centering 
prayer? Do you practice Mindful-
ness? For how long do you do this 
each day?

These are good questions and 
the prayer practices they refer to 
are good practices; but I take is-
sue with one thing. The tendency 
here is to identify the essence of 
one’s discipleship and religious 
observance with a single explicit 
prayer practice, and that can be 
reductionist and simplistic. Dis-
cipleship is about more than one 
prayer practice.

A friend of mine shares this sto-
ry. He was at a spirituality gather-
ing where the question most asked 
of everyone was this: what is your 
practice? One woman replied, 
“My practice is raising my kids!” 
She may have meant it in jest, but 
her quip contains an insight that 
can serve as an important correc-

tive to the tendency to identify the 
essence of one’s discipleship with 
a single explicit prayer practice.

Monks have secrets worth 
knowing. One of these is the truth 
that for any single prayer prac-
tice to be transformative it must 
be embedded in a larger set of 
practices, a much larger “monas-
tic routine”, which commits one 
to a lot more than a single prayer 
practice. For a monk, each prayer 
practice is embedded inside a mo-
nastic routine and that routine, 
rather than any one single prayer 
practice, becomes the monk’s 
practice. Further still, that mo-
nastic routine, to have real value, 
must be itself predicated on fidel-
ity to one’s vows.

Hence, the question “what is 
your practice?” is a good one if 
it refers to more than just a single 
explicit prayer practice. It must 
also ask whether you are keep-
ing the commandments. Are you 
faithful to your vows and com-
mitments? Are you raising your 
kids well? Are you staying within 
Christian community? Do you 
reach out to the poor? And, yes, 
do you have some regular, explic-
it, habitual prayer practice?

What is my own practice?
I lean heavily on regularity 

and ritual, on a “monastic rou-
tine”. Here is my normal routine: 
Each morning I pray the Office 
of Lauds (usually in community). 
Then, before going to my office, 
I read a spiritual book for at least 
20 minutes.  At noon, I participate 
in the Eucharist, and sometime 
during the day, I go for a long 
walk and pray for an hour (mostly 
using the rosary as a mantra and 
praying for a lot of people by 
name).  On days when I do not 
take a walk, I sit in meditation or 
Centering prayer for about fifteen 
minutes. Each evening, I pray 

Vespers (again, usually in com-
munity). Once a week, I spend 
the evening writing a column on 
some aspect of spirituality. Once 
a month I celebrate the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation, always with the 
same confessor; and, when possi-
ble, I try to carve out a week each 
year to do a retreat. My practice 
survives on routine, rhythm, and 
ritual. These hold me and keep 
me inside my discipleship and my 
vows. They hold me more than I 
hold them. No matter how busy 
I am, no matter how distracted I 
am, and no matter whether or not 
I feel like praying on any given 
day, these rituals draw me into 
prayer and fidelity.

To be a disciple is to put your-
self under a discipline. Thus, the 
bigger part of my practice is my 
ministry and the chronic disci-
pline this demands of me. Full 
disclosure, ministry is often more 
stimulating than prayer; but it 
also demands more of you and, if 
done in fidelity, can be powerfully 
transformative in terms of bring-
ing you to maturity and altruism.

Carlo Carretto, the renowned 
spiritual writer, spend much of 
his adult life in the Sahara De-

sert, living in solitude as a monk, 
spending many hours in formal 
prayer. However, after years of 
solitude and prayer in the desert, 
he went to visit his aging mother 
who had dedicated many years of 
her life to raising children, leav-
ing little time for formal prayer. 
Visiting her, he realised some-
thing, namely, his mother was 
more contemplative than he was! 
To his credit, Carretto drew the 
right lesson: there was nothing 
wrong with what he had been 
doing in the solitude of the de-
sert for all those years, but there 
was something very right in what 
his mother had been doing in the 
busy bustle of raising children for 
so many years. Her life was its 
own monastery. Her practice was 
“raising kids”.

I have always loved this line 
from Robert Lax: “The task in life 
is not so much finding a path in 
the woods as of finding a rhythm 
to walk in.” Perhaps your rhythm 
is “monastic”, perhaps “domes-
tic”. An explicit prayer practice 
is very important as a religious 
practice, but so too are our duties 
of state. — By Fr Ron Rolheiser, 
all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

What is your practice?
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l Continued from Page 11

In his catechesis To Heal the World during 
the Wednesday Audiences (Nine cateche-

sis  from  Aug 5 to Sept 30), Pope Francis 
sought to address the Church and the world 
with words of consolation. He proposed in-
spiring alternatives to former lifestyles, hab-
its and social structures that the pandemic 
has shown to be deficient in equality and 
justice, unsustainable and needing drastic 
reform to uphold the central value of the hu-
man person. In order to prefigure a more just, 
inclusive and a sustainable world that can 
better pull us through the onslaught of the 
pandemic, the Pope invited everyone to join 
him on a new journey, whose road is guided 
by the teachings of Christ.

According to Pope Francis, the recovery 
from the pandemic is a common and collab-
orative venture. The pandemic lays bare the 
fragility of human existence and so, evokes 
our sense of inter-dependence and inter-re-
latedness. Discerning the path of healing and 
recovery through this pandemic is certainly 
not a thing for “lone rangers” nor “lookers on 
from the balcony”, but a global venture and 
a common venture. It is through communion 
and with a special attention to the weakest, 
the poor and creation. The pandemic has ex-
posed a social ill of “social injustice”, in the 
forms of inequality, marginalisation etc. This 
can be overcome by the principle of “the 
preferential option for the poor” and through 
a conversion of our natural belongingness 
and inter-relatedness by creating a network 
of multiple relationships of love, justice and 
solidarity with other persons. 

According to the Pope, we need to heal 
our world and society not only from the 
pandemic but from negative personal, so-
cial and political national sentiments of vain 
competition, rivalry, hatred, lack of coop-
eration, indifference and individualism. We 
need to heal our world through the nurtur-
ing of a civilisation of love that promotes the 

common good on all levels. A healing of our 
COVID-19 stricken world that is whole and 
wholesome must be the task of all. If solidar-
ity meant that the healing of our world must 
be a joint-effort: all acting together to heal 
the world, then subsidiarity recognises that 
in certain cases, people must be helped and 
enabled to participate in and to contribute to 
this joint effort. 

Thus, the new journey announced by Pope 
Francis is for a new future, with our gaze still 
fixed on Christ, our healer. Jesus’ healing is 
whole and wholesome. All aspects of the 
person and all areas of life are affected. Je-
sus now sends us forth to do likewise: to heal 
victims of COVID-19 virus and to heal our 
society of all that make it less human. For 
the God who consoles us in all our afflictions 
now sends us forth as consolers of those who 
are in any affliction (cf. 2 Cor. 1:3-5), and in 
his Spirit to renew the face of the earth.

Conclusion
The pandemic is changing the world and 
putting us in crisis. However, it is impossible 

to emerge from a crisis the same as before. 
Either we come out better or we come out 
worse. And how we emerge depends on the 
decisions we make during the crisis. As the 
Pope noted during an interview he gave to 
Carmen Magallón, the director of the Span-
ish edition of the periodical Il mio Papa, we 
need to stop thinking only of ourselves or the 
present, and look to the future in the perspec-
tive of a humanity which wants to remain 
in connection with creation. We must take 
responsibility for the future, preparing the 
ground so others can work it.

As the Holy Father wrote in his new En-
cyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti,  a worldwide 
tragedy like the COVID-19 pandemic mo-
mentarily revived the sense that we are a 
global community, all in the same boat, 
where one person’s problems are the prob-
lems of all. Once more we realised that no 
one is saved alone; we can only be saved 
together. As he reminded us during the Ex-
traordinary Moment of Prayer:

Amid this storm, the façade of those 
stereotypes with which we camouflaged 

our egos, always worrying about ap-
pearances, has fallen away, revealing 
once more the ineluctable and blessed 
awareness that we are part of one an-
other, that we are brothers and sisters of 
one another.
It is hard to imagine that this global dis-

aster is unrelated to the way one approaches 
reality, like the claim to be absolute masters 
of life and of all that exists. Once this health 
crisis passes, the worst response would be to 
plunge into an even more deeply feverish in-
differentism and new forms of egotistic self-
preservation. The world will need to recover 
the shared passion to create a community 
of belonging and solidarity worthy of our 
time, our energy and our resources. While 
the world is looking forward to the day when 
the world comes out of the crisis, Christians 
must assure that no one is left behind or for-
gotten. In fact, a new “virus” could emerge, 
spread by the thought that life is better if it is 
better for me, and that everything will be fine 
if it is fine for me. 

The underlying premise in all the talks 
of Pope Francis during these months of the 
pandemic is that the world will not come out 
of it the same as it was before.  The ques-
tion is what this new humanity will look like. 
He states in his book Let us dream, the path 
to a better future, published Dec 1, 2020: 
“God asks us to dare to create something 
new.  To come out of this crisis better, we 
have to recover the knowledge that as a peo-
ple we have a shared destination. What ties 
us to one another is solidarity. On this solid 
foundation we can build a better, different 
human future.” — By Archbishop Joseph 
Marino, President of the Pontifical Ecclesi-
astical Academy and Fr Boya Johny of the 
Diocese of Alleppey (India) and final year 
student of the Academy*

*On Jan 5, 2021, Fr Boya was assigned, as 
Attaché, to the Apostolic Nunciature in Bur-
kina Faso.

The Charity (and solidarity) needed to come out of the pandemic

The Jesuit Myanmar Mission provides rice bags to needy families in Taunggyi township in Shan 
state. (UCA News photo/Myanmar Jesuits)
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Holy Spirit sister who survived 
COVID-19 donates plasma to save others
MUMBAI, India: Though she is a hos-
pital administrator and nurse in western 
India who once trained nurses in the 
South Sudan during ethnic fighting, a 
Catholic nun’s worst fear about getting 
COVID-19 was going on a ventilator.

“I was certain that once I was put 
on the ventilator I would not survive. 
I would visualise how I was going to 
die,” said Holy Spirit Sr Sneha Joseph, 
remembering a harrowing incident wak-
ing up after her appendectomy years 
earlier, intubated and gasping for breath.

But when she caught the virus, she not 
only escaped the ventilator, she survived 
after 18 days of treatment and ended up 
donating convalescent plasma to try to 
save the lives of coronavirus patients. 
“There was an inner voice that urged me 
to donate plasma,” she said.

Sr Sneha Joseph was honoured 
Nov 1, 2020, as a COVID-19 

Warrior by the governor of Ma-
harashtra state at his residence in 
Mumbai, the state capital.

“I am proud of you. Thank you 
for your selfless service to society,” 
Gov Bhagat Singh Koshyari told 
Joseph while presenting the mem-
ber of the Missionary Sisters, Serv-
ants of the Holy Spirit a letter rec-
ognising her “exemplary service.”

The governor, who is the Indian 
president’s representative in the 
state, pointed out that Joseph has 
inspired many COVID-19 survi-
vors to donate blood to treat other 
patients.

The Warrior award programme 
was organised by Spandan (heart-
beat) Arts, a local nongovernmen-
tal organisation, along with Ashish 
Shelar, a legislator in the pro-Hin-
du Bharatiya Janata Party.

Joseph donated her blood for the 
fifth time Dec 9, in what news re-
ports called a first for a female do-
nor. “I still want to donate [blood], 
however, doctors advised me to 
wait,” the 57-year-old nun told 

Global Sisters Report in Novem-
ber after her fourth donation.

Joseph, who has a master’s de-
gree in nursing, is currently the 
chief executive officer of the Holy 
Spirit Hospital, a multispecialty 
tertiary care institution her congre-
gation manages at Andheri, a sub-

urb of Mumbai.
The nun donates plasma only to 

poor COVID-19 patients in Nair 
Hospital and Medical College, a 
government-managed institution 
in Mumbai.

Ramesh S. Waghmare, a doctor 
and associate professor who was 

at the blood bank at Nair Hospital 
and facilitated Joseph’s blood do-
nation, defines plasma therapy as 
a medical procedure that uses the 
blood of a recovered patient to cre-
ate antibodies in those infected.

As part of the procedure, plasma, 
the fluid part of blood containing 
antibodies, is separated and trans-
fused into a COVID-19 patient’s 
body. “This procedure has not 
been officially approved as an ef-
fective measure to treat COVID-19 
patients. But it has shown positive 
results in our hospital,” Waghmare 
told GSR over the phone.

The doctor said his hospital con-
ducts “guided plasma therapy” on 
COVID-19 victims with conva-
lescent plasma from recovered pa-
tients such as Joseph as part of a 
clinical trial.

“We transfuse two units of 200 
millilitres [6.76 ounces] each on a 
patient in two successive days and 
our results so far have been suc-
cessful,” Waghmare explained.

The doctor lauded Joseph for do-
nating plasma multiple times when 
other survivors have been reluctant 

to support the trial even once. 
The Catholic nun, he added, 

has expressed willingness to as-
sist them in the trial by giving her 
plasma unconditionally. “We are 
all indebted to her,” he said.

Joseph, however, believes that it 
was God’s plan to let her contract 
the disease so that she could gain 
new insights into her religious life 
and her desire to serve impover-
ished people.

She had fears when she became 
ill, as the disease is so new.

“When I knew that I had con-
tracted the virus, I was scared and 
thought my end had come,” Joseph 
recalled.

The nun said she had mentally 
prepared to die, if that was God's 
will. She battled for life in the hos-
pital for 18 days in May. A week 
after recovery, she was back on 
duty.

“Now I realise that God had a 
special purpose in letting me con-
tract COVID-19. Initially, I was 
disappointed, as people keep away 
from COVID-19 patients even af-
ter they are healed,” she said.

Ursulines of Mary Immaculate 
Sr Beena Devassia Mad-

havath, who heads the Sister Doc-
tors Forum in India, appreciates 
Joseph’s “courage and generosity.”

Many people have fears and 
misconceptions about donating 
plasma, but Joseph had no prob-
lem, says Madhavath, who is also 
the medical superintendent of 
Mumbai’s Holy Family Hospital. 
“It is really a humanitarian work,” 
she told GSR.

Madhavath points out that not 
everyone can donate plasma. “A 
woman is eligible only if she has 
not conceived. Pregnancy leads 
to cross-reactive antibodies that 
can cause harm,” she said. (Tests 
used in Western nations to deter-
mine antibody safety in women are 
largely unavailable in India.)

“It takes at least three hours for 

donating the blood, and it needs a 
lot of courage and commitment,” 
the doctor nun explained. What 
she admires about Joseph is that 
the Holy Spirit nun could “spare 
so much time from her hectic work 
schedule in her hospital where she 
does double jobs as an administra-
tor and a nurse.”

Madhavath said all sisters in the 
country are “really proud that one 
of us has done a marvellous work 
for humanity.”

Joseph credits her religious vo-
cation with paving the way. “If I 
was not a nun, I would not have 
been able to donate my plasma. I 
believe my religious vocation has 
a special purpose,” she said.

Even though she had heard 
about plasma therapy, she had no 
idea how to go about it. One of her 
colleagues, Pravin Nair, encour-

aged her to donate.
Joseph fulfils all requirements 

of a plasma donor. “Generally, one 
needs an antibody [level] greater 
than three for donating plasma, 
but mine was greater than 10,” she 
said. “My serum protein level also 
was on the higher side, a good in-
dication for donation.”

Nair hails Joseph as a self-driven 
person who is committed to help-
ing the poor. “When I informed 
her about the opportunity and im-
portance of donating plasma, she 
identified the government hospital 
and started donation,” said Nair, 
the head of the microbiology de-
partment and infection control at 
Holy Spirit Hospital.

He added that Joseph always 
maintains that her mission in life 
is to serve others, especially poor 
people in a time of pandemic. She 

ignored offers from private hos-
pitals and chose the government 
hospital since poorer patients flock 
there, he explained.

Some studies say plasma therapy 
is not useful to treat COVID-19, 
Nair said, but “treating a virus with 
antibodies is an effective mecha-
nism in medical science and we 
believe plasma therapy is useful to 
treat pandemic virus.”

Another admirer of Joseph is 
Auxiliary Bishop Allwyn D'Silva 
of Bombay. “She had a very bad 
attack and suffered a lot,” said the 
prelate, who shot a video of the 
sister donating plasma to encour-
age others to follow her example.

“It is very rare for a woman to 
take such a step, but she realised the 
pain and suffering of COVID-19 
patents and that helped her walk the 
extra mile,” D’Silva told GSR.

The prelate said he has found 
Joseph to be “a very humble” 
person. “She does it not for any 
fame,” he said.

Many others work in Catholic 
hospitals, but Joseph has become 
an example not only for Chris-
tians but others, too, D’Silva 
said. “Her life gives us a clear 
message: What we get, we need 
to give back.”

Joseph, the youngest among 
six children in a Catholic family 
of Kerala, a southwestern Indian 
state, wonders why her donations 
have drawn so much attention.

“As a child I had a passion to 
serve the poor and I grabbed the 
opportunity to give my plasma for 
their treatment,” she said. “I want 
to help only the poor who will not 
be able to pay for the treatment.” 
— By Saji Thomas, GSR

Holy Spirit Sr Sneha Joseph donates her plasma at the government-managed Nair Hospital in Mumbai, 
capital of the western Indian state Maharashtra. (Provided photo)

Holy Spirit Sr Sneha Joseph receives the COVID-19 Warrior award on Nov 
1 from Bhagat Singh Koshyari, governor of the western Indian state of 
Maharashtra.

Awarded for her exemplary service

Donating plasma, a humanitarian work

Holy Spirit Sr Sneha Joseph
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NEW DELHI: An Austrian maga-
zine has listed a Catholic nun from 
India among 100 people, who in-
fluenced the world the most dur-
ing the crises-ridden 2020.

The OOOM has placed Sr Lucy 
Kurien, founder director of the 
Pune-based Maher, 12th in the 
list, just above the Dalai Lama and 
Pope Francis.

The magazine says 2020 was a 
year no one ever expected. “The 
world today is different than it 
was 12 months ago. Which people 
have inspired, motivated and ex-
cited us most in this 2020 crisis? 
To whom do we owe leadership 
on the way to a better future? For 
the fifth time, OOOM presents the 
large ranking “OOOM 100: The 
World’s Most Inspiring People.”

“The OOOM editors and a 
prominent jury – including star 
designer Stefan Sagmeister, Lon-
don’s Serpentine Galleries director 
Hans Ulrich Obrist, world-class 
geneticist Josef Penninger, gal-
lery owner Thaddaeus Ropac and 
wallpaper manager Gilles Massé – 
contributed to the ranking. Every 
ranking is subjective. But it shows 
which people actually impressed 
us over the past year.”

The list is topped by Ugur Sa-
hin, a German scientist and devel-
oper of the COVID-19 vaccine co-
founder and CEO of BioNTech, 
who gave the world a new hope. 
His vaccine is a key component in 
the battle against a virus that has 
already claimed 1.7 million lives. 
The research he conducted with 
his wife Özlem Tureci has led to 
the most important medical devel-
opment of our time.

The second in the list is Kamala 

Harris, future Vice President of 
the United States, followed by Joe 
Biden, 46th President of the Unit-
ed States.

Elon Musk, Tesla and SpaceX 
boss, was placed fourth, Anthony 
Fauci, immunologist, advisor to 
US President Donald Trump (5) 
and Emmanuelle Charpentier, 
2020 Nobel Prize in Chemistry 
(6).

Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister 
of New Zealand, comes seventh, 
followed by Meghan Markle, 
Duchess of Sussex (8), Sanna Ma-
rin, Prime Minister of Finland (9) 
and Michelle Obama, bestselling 
author, for First Lady of the US 
(10).

OOOM, founded in 2008, is a 
leading Public Relations, commu-
nications, marketing, and brand 
development company based in 
Vienna, Austria.

The magazine hails Sr Kurien 
a “heroine” for pulling thousands 
of children off the streets in India 
with her aid organisation Maher.

Sr Kurien, a member of the 
Holy Cross of Chavanod, founded 
(“My mother’s home” in the Mar-
athi language), a string of homes 
for people who live in poverty in 

various parts of India. Kurien says 
she believes serving others irre-
spective of caste or religion is the 
best way to show God’s love for 
humans through Christ.

She said the COVID-19 lock-
down was a challenging time for 
her organisation. She said approx-
imately 40 women, some with 
children, arrived at Maher seeking 
asylum as the lockdown began in 
India on March 25.

“We have to take care of four 
walls in this period — physical 
strength, emotional strength, men-
tal strength and spiritual strength 
— to counter any external threat 
to our well-being,” the member of 
the Sisters of the Cross of Chavan-
od told globalsistersreport.org.

Kurien said she and her team 
provided food for more than 
25,000 migrant laborers who were 
stranded by the lockdown. “Many 
of them had lost their jobs and 
were going to their native places.”

Her staff studied the situation 
in the slums in an 85-kilometre 
radius around the shelter and then 
provided cooked meals for around 
600 people daily.

“Our relief-work teams provid-
ed masks, sanitizers and medical 

help to around 6,000 vulnerable 
families. Besides, we also reached 
out to 4,000 people in 21 villag-
es,” Kurien added.

Maher is known for its charita-
ble services, and police officers 
have brought six young women 
who were raped and got pregnant 
to the shelter during the pandemic.

“We attended to their delivery 
cases in the hospital and now care 
for the mothers and the babies,” 
Kurien said. “Policemen brought 
to us 20 children, too. Five of 
them lost their parents and were 
employed for rag-picking by oth-
ers. Informed by the neighbours, 
police saved and brought them to 
Maher.”

Maher also held two mental 
health workshops during the lock-
down, as it was concerned about 
mental health issues among wom-
en and children.

Sr Kurien was the only Catholic 
among 20 women that the Indian 
government honoured with the 
Nari Shakti Puraska, a women’s 
empowerment award, on March 8, 
2016, International Women’s Day, 
for outstanding contribution to so-
ciety. — By Jose Kavi,  Matters 
India

COVID-19: Pope will not celebrate 
Baptisms in Sistine Chapel
VATICAN: Pope Francis will 
not hold this year’s traditional 
Baptism of infants in the Vati-
can’s famed Sistine Chapel on 
Sunday, January 10, due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Holy See’s Press Office an-
nounced on Jan 5. 

“Due to the health situa-
tion, as a precautionary meas-
ure, the traditional baptism 
of children presided over by 
the Holy Father in the Sistine 
Chapel on the Sunday of the 
Baptism of the Lord will not 
be celebrated this year,” the 
Holy See’s Press Office said 
in a brief note.

Instead, the baptisms will 
take place in the parishes to 
which they belong. 

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, Pope Francis will not baptize infants this 
year on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord. (CNS photo/Vatican Media.)

Sister Lucy Kurien

Long-running tradition
The tradition of baptising children 
amidst the splendour of Michelan-
gelo frescos in the Vatican’s Sistine 
Chapel, where Popes are elected, 
was started by Pope St. John Paul 
II. 

The Vatican’s website says that 
on January 11, 1981, the feast of 
the Baptism of the Lord, the Pol-
ish Pope administered Baptism to 
nine infants in the Vatican’s Pauline 
Chapel, which is separated from 
the Sistine Chapel by the Sala Re-
gia. The following year he baptised 
13 new-born babies and, in 1983, 
20 infants.  

Last year, Pope Francis baptised 
32 infants (17 boys and 15 girls), 
all children of Vatican employees.

In the Church’s liturgical cal-

endar, the feast of the Baptism of 
Jesus marks the conclusion of the 
Christmas Season, which begins 
with the Christmas Eve Mass.   

Pandemic’s second wave
Numerous countries around the 
globe, including in Europe, are 
grappling with a second wave of the 
coronavirus infection, with govern-
ments trying to check its spread by 
severely restricting movements and 
gathering of people, especially dur-
ing the current holiday season.

Over 75,000 people have died in 
Italy, the highest among European 
countries. With over 2.1 million to-
tal infections since the start of the 
pandemic, Italy ranks fourth after 
Russia, the UK and France. — Vat-
ican News

Indian nun listed 12 among world’s 100 most inspiring people

Iraq: Hope for Christians whose homes were illegally taken
BAGHDAD: In the chaos fol-
lowing the Iraq war, the homes 
of thousands of Christian fami-
lies in cities across Iraq were il-
legally taken and occupied. There 
is hope now that these properties 
will eventually be restored to their 
rightful owners. Iraqi Shiite leader 
Muqtada al Sadr, who has strong 
representation in the Parliament 
of Baghdad, has ordered the crea-
tion of a committee to oversee the 
collection and verification of com-
plaints regarding illegal expropria-
tions from Christian property own-
ers.

A statement has just been pub-
lished asking Christians to submit 
their ownership documents to the 

committee.
The Shiite leader says he wants 

to restore justice and end viola-
tions of the property rights of the 
‘Christian brothers’ — including 
those for which members of his 
own movement were responsible.

The request to report cases of 
illegal expropriations suffered is 
also addressed to families of Chris-
tians who have left the country. 
Complaints about abuse against 
Christian property owners can be 
sent to the committee by the end of 
next Ramadan.

On the morning of Sunday Janu-
ary 3, 2021, a delegation sent by 
Muqtada al Sadr and led by Sheikh 
Salah al-Obaidi visited Chaldean 

Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako to 
offer the Head of the Chaldean 
Church greetings for the Christmas 

season, together with a copy of the 
document with which the Shiite 
politician set up the committee.

Patriarch Louis Raphael Sako 
thanked Muqtada al Sadr for the 
initiative, which is aimed at putting 
an end to the injustices suffered by 
Christian citizens and placing the 
protection of the common good 
of the nation above any private or 
sectarian interests.

Muqtada al Sadr has spoken up 
for the rights of Christians in Iraq 
for several years. In 2016 he called 
for houses and real estate belong-
ing to Christian families that had 
been illegally expropriated in 
Baghdad, Kirkuk and other Iraqi 
regions to be returned. With the 
establishment of the committee — 
the return of the properties is a step 
closer. — ICN

Muqtada al Sadr Sheikh Salah al-Obaidi
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Dear children, 

This  Sunday, we celebrate the 
Baptism of Our Lord. After Jesus had 
prayed and fasted in the desert for 
forty days, He went to where Saint 
John the Baptist was baptizing people 
in the Jordan river. 
People were coming to Saint John, 

confessing their sins, and he was 

baptizing them with water. Saint John 
told the people that he only baptized 
with water, but One would come after 
him Who would baptise them with the 
Holy Spirit. 
He was talking about Jesus. When 

Jesus came to him, Saint John did not 
want to baptise Him — he said that 
Jesus should baptise him instead! But 
Jesus wanted Saint John to baptize 

Him so that He could be an example 
for all of us.
 The baptism that Saint John was 

giving was only a sign of people being 
sorry for their sins. The baptism that 
Jesus gave us really takes away our 
sins. It makes us members of Jesus' 
Church and takes away both original sin 
and any actual sins we have done. 
We still have the effects of original 

sin, which are pain and death and a 
tendency to sin, but our souls are 
made perfectly clean when we are 
baptized. If we sin after our baptism 
we can be forgiven in the sacrament of 
confession. 
Children, today ask about your 

baptism and thank God for letting you 
become part of His family, the Church. 

Aunty Eliz 

And this 
was his 
message: 
“After me 
comes the 
one more 
powerful 
than I, 
the straps 
of whose 
sandals 
I am not 
worthy to 
stoop down 
and untie. 
I baptize 
you with[a] 
water, but 
he will 
baptize 
you with 
the Holy 
Spirit.” 
(Mark 1:7-8)

Colour the 
picture

Can you find EIGHT difference between the two pictures below? 

Little Catholics’ CornerLittle Catholics’ Corner

PRISONERS
SMOLDERING

SHOUTING

VOICE
SERVANT

SPIRIT

EYES
LIGHT

BREAK

Help Jesus to find the way 
to John the Baptist .
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A ‘Covid Navidad’ 
in Taiping Catholic Church
TAIPING: While the COVID-19 
pandemic forced everything 
to go virtual in the past year, 
the youths of Taiping Catholic 
Church (TCC) were determined 
to spread the joy of the season by 
moving their annual door to door 
Christmas carols online, entitled 
COVID Navidad. The carols 
were premiered on TCC’s Face-
book and Youtube page for three 
days consecutively, consisting of 
Christmas songs by youths situ-
ated in Taiping and youths from 
Taiping but situated in other 
states across Malaysia. 

“House to house carolling has 
been our usual Advent routine 
for many years. Since we had 
to adapt to the new norm, we 
decided to do it virtually. Every-
one in the organizing team gave 
their 100 per cent to make this 
a success and by God’s grace, 

we made it,” said Aron Azariah, 
TCC’s youth leader. He also jok-
ingly added a fun fact that online 
carolling is equally as tiring as 
physical carolling.

The premier also consisted of 
readings and reflections on the 
Word of God by the youths and 

a short testimony by one of the 
youths of TCC. The youths also 
shared fun facts of the season, 
such as the history and meaning 
of Christmas songs and symbols 
of Christmas decorations. 

The youths worked tirelessly 
to present the public different va-

rieties of Christmas songs, from 
the traditional Silent Night and O 
Come All Ye Faithful to the latest 
songs such as Born is the King 
and Great day in Bethlehem. 
They also sang a Bahasa song, 
Dengar Malaikat Nyanyi (Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing), Joy to 

the World in Mandarin and a Ta-
mil song, Paar Enggum to cater 
to the different language groups 
in TCC.  

“I enjoyed watching the online 
carolling recently by our parish 
youths, although they were un-
able to go house to house due to 
this pandemic, we still felt their 
presence and Christmas cheer at 
our homes while watching them 
online. A very good job was done 
by all the youths,” said Paula 
Anand, a parishioner of TCC. 

On the last day of the premier, 
the organising team presented a 
short sharing on how Christmas 
has been different for each of 
them. The youths then treated 
the public to a compilation video 
of about 30 youths of TCC sing-
ing We Wish You a Merry Christ-
mas and Feliz Navidad. — By          
Christina Lazaroo 

The youths spread the joy of the season with a virtual carolling via Youtube and Facebook.
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KUALA LUMPUR: Many have 
been left jobless or are stuck at 
home due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Despite these setbacks,  this 
is a perfect opportunity to come 
closer to God, using the free time 
we have to plan the rest of 2021. 

Based on The 7 Habits Of Highly 
Effective People by Stephen Covey 
— a teacher of principle and one 
who believes in God — he has in-
troduced some strategies which can 
help us lead effective lives each day 
and also not miss opportunities that 
can have a lasting effect on a life-
time — being proactive and writing 
mission statements. 

Being proactive is one of the most 
effective strategies that everyone 
should develop into a habit. It re-
quires us to understand that we are 
in control of our lives. In the sim-
ple words of Eleanor Roosevelt: “I 
am who I am today because of the 
choices I made yesterday.” 

This quote reminds us that at 
every point in our lives we have the 
opportunity to pick either the broad 
(sinful or bad) or narrow (value 
driven and good) path when mak-
ing the most miniscule of decisions. 
A proactive person is someone who 
takes matters into their hands and 
makes changes inside-out, whilst 
someone reactive is someone who 
simply reacts to a situation and ab-
solves himself or herself of the re-
sponsibility by taking no action.  

In this circumstance, our stimulus 
is the CMCO, being cooped up at 
home. However, God has given us 
the advantage of choosing whether 
we respond proactively or reac-
tively. We can each use our values 

and plan our a day, using the four 
powers that we have to become very 
proactive people: self-awareness, 
imagination, conscience, and inde-
pendent will. 

Writing a mission statement is 
the way to go to reach our goal, 
whatever it may be. Coming closer 
to God should be our main goal as 
we have so much spare time which 
we can spend praying or taking part 
in organisations that do missionary 
work. There are even Masses taking 
place at different times everyday.  

A mission statement is like a con-
stitution that is your key value, like 
a map. It is something that defines 
you and your decisions. It’s like 
your paradigm — how you see and 
interpret the world and situations 
that come onto your plate. It takes 
time to create one, and also takes 
a few drafts to come up with the 
final one. Some people take days 
and some weeks. Here is a website 
recommended from the book which 
you can visit to build your personal 
or family mission statement. It’s 
more in depth.

https://msb.franklincovey.com/
If you like 

reading, have 
a look at The 
7 Habits Of 
Highly Effective 
People by Ste-
phen Covey in 
your free time, 
it’s a great start-
ing point. Hope-
fully this article has been effective 
in inspiring you to click on that link 
and reading the book. Good Luck! 
— By Samuel Latimer

MANDALAY, Myanmar: While 
many people were welcoming the 
new year with various celebrations 
such as parties and gatherings, 
seminarians from the Jesuit congre-
gation in Myanmar reached out to a 
church-run disabled centre.

Young brothers and candidates 
spent the first day of the year with 
people with physical impairments 
and orphans by playing games and 
doing other fun activities and pre-
paring food for them.

For Jesuit candidates, it’s also a 
weekly outreach programme for 
the centre.

Some are visually or hearing im-
paired while others suffer from po-
lio or epilepsy. Several are orphans, 
while a few have to be physically 
restrained lest they hurt themselves.

The centre, which has been run-
ning for more than five decades, 

survives on donations, especially 
from local donors including Bud-
dhists and some Chinese.

It is now struggling to provide 
food to the residents as there are 
fewer donations from local ben-
efactors due to the COVID-19 out-
break, according to the nuns.

Since the pandemic hit Myanmar 
in late March, Jesuits in Myanmar 
have filled the gap in responding to 
COVID-19 by offering aid to the 
poor and vulnerable.

They provide food to the needy 
in Yangon, Taunggyi and displaced 
people in Myitkyina, capital of 
Kachin state. And they have helped 
families build simple livelihoods 
by supplying small loans to pur-
chase tricycle taxis, sewing ma-
chines and cooking utensils.

In September, Myanmar Jesuit 
Mission (MJM) held an eight-week 

sewing and tailoring programme 
for women in two IDP camps in 
Myitkyina as part of a project de-
signed to empower women, en-
hance vocational skills and enable 
them to overcome poverty and de-
pendence on aid.

MJM is also working with lo-
cal sex workers to support women 
in Yangon, the commercial hub 
of the country. A growing num-
ber of women have been forced 
into working as prostitutes after 
hundreds of factories were closed 
down.

As a future plan, MJM aims to 
offer skills training and microcredit 
loans with the aim of empowering 
the women and offering them a 
route out of the sex trade, leading 
to a safer and more secure future 
for them and their children. — By 
John Zaw, ucanews.com

KOTA KINABALU: After a few 
postponements with the closure of 
the church due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, 30 boys and girls finally 
received their Sacrament of Con-
firmation at the Church of Mary 
Immaculate (CMI), Bukit Padang 
on Dec 27. 

The memorable occasion took 
place during the 8.00 am Sunday 
Mass on the Feast of the Holy 
Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
which was celebrated by Arch-
bishop John Wong with Fr Joshua 
Liew concelebrating.

In his homily, Archbishop Wong 
led the congregation to examine 
the Holy Family not only as a 
whole but also the individuality 
of Mary, Joseph and Jesus who 
formed this Model Family for 
Catholics, especially for those who 
fear the Lord and who constantly 
walk in His Way. 

Looking at this “family in the 
manger”, it could be easily con-
cluded that this Family of Naza-
reth constantly listened to, pon-
dered, accepted, obeyed, fulfilled 
and lived the Word of God in their 

lives. The prelate invited parish-
ioners to let the Word of God be 
their guide, just like Mary, Joseph 
and Jesus did by listening to, pon-
dering, accepting, obeying, fulfill-
ing and living the Word of God.

In addressing the candidates for 
Confirmation, Archbishop Wong 
said that in receiving the Sacra-

ment of Confirmation, they would 
be receiving the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. ‘Who is this Holy 
Spirit?’ he posed this question to 
them. 

In this season of Christmas as 
we celebrate the birthday of Jesus 
Christ, the second person in the 
Holy Trinity, we should not forget 

that we are also celebrating the 
Holy Spirit because it was through 
the Holy Spirit that Mary was con-
ceived. It was the Holy Spirit, as 
recorded in today’s (Dec 27) Gos-
pel, which inspired Simeon and 
Anna to recognise the baby Jesus 
as the Messiah. 

He added, not only the candi-
dates need the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit but all of us need the 
Holy Spirit to know, recognise and 
accept Jesus as our Saviour and to 
constantly proclaim Jesus Christ in 
our day-to-day living.

Before the closing prayer, Arch-

bishop Wong addressed the con-
firmands once again, saying that 
starting from today it would be a 
new chapter in their lives which 
would be guided by the Holy Spir-
it. In the future, he hopes that they 
will consider a religious or priestly 
vocation, and may even see them 
preaching before a congregation. 

Secondly, referring to this spe-
cial ‘Year of Saint Joseph’, Arch-
bishop Wong encouraged parish-
ioners to visit the Vatican website 
and read the Apostolic Letter titled 
‘Patris Corde’ written by the Pope 
on the 150th Anniversary of the 
Proclamation of St Joseph as Pa-
tron of the Universal Church. This 
letter, according to the prelate, was 
beautifully written and intimately 
describes St Joseph.

Archbishop Wong blesses the 
new rectory at the Church of Mary 
Immaculate Dec 27

After Mass, Archbishop Wong 
blessed the new rectory, followed 
by a simple breakfast fellowship 
with members of the CMI Parish 
Pastoral Committee (PPC). — 
CMI SOCCOM, CS

Archbishop John Wong traces the sign of the cross with Chrism Oil on 
the forehead of a candidate at Church of Mary Immaculate, Dec 27, 2020. 
(CS photo)

Jesuit brothers and candidates pictured with children at the Holy Infant Jesus Center for the Disabled and Orphans 
in Phaya Phyi village near Taunggyi in Myanmar’s Shan state on Jan 1, 2021. (UCA News photo/Myanmar Jesuits)

Making God the 
focus of our livesMyanmar Jesuit seminarians 

bring joy to disabled, orphans

The candidates need 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit but all of us need 
the Holy Spirit to know, 

recognise and accept 
Jesus as our Saviour and 
to constantly proclaim 

Jesus Christ in our                 
day-to-day living.

Church of Mary Immaculate confirmands 
celebrate important milestones in faith journey
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DAMASCUS: According to the Syrian state 
news agency, SANA, the attack was carried out 
from over the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights. 
It targeted several military sites in south of Da-
mascus.

This is the third such attack in a fortnight.
The SANA report added that Syrian air de-

fences intercepted most of the incoming missiles.
Residents say the sound of anti-air weapons 

could be heard all over Damascus for over an 
hour, with television pictures showing a multi-
storey building ablaze.

There was no comment from Israel.

Syria intercepts 
Israeli missiles

VATICAN: Pope Francis called for peace 
in the Central African Republic following a 
disputed election.

In his Angelus address on Jan 6, the So-
lemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, the 
Pope expressed concern about the turmoil 
following a Dec 27 vote to elect the coun-
try’s president and National Assembly. 

“I am following carefully and with pre-
occupation the events in the Central Afri-
can Republic where elections recently took 
place in which the people have manifested 
the desire to pursue the path of peace,” he 
said. 

“I invite all of the parties to a fraternal, 
respectful dialogue, to reject any form of 
hatred and to avoid any form of violence.”

Pope Francis has a deep connection with 
the impoverished, landlocked nation that 
has suffered from civil war since 2012. In 
2015, he visited the country, opening the 
Holy Door of the Catholic cathedral in the 
capital, Bangui, ahead of the Year of Mercy.

Sixteen candidates stood in the presiden-
tial election. Faustin-Archange Touadéra, 
the incumbent, claimed re-election with 54 
per cent of the votes, but other candidates 
said the vote was marred by irregularities.

A Catholic bishop reported Jan 4 that 
rebels supporting a former president had 
seized the city of Bangassou. Bishop Juan 
José Aguirre Muñoz appealed for prayers, 
saying that children caught up in the vio-
lence were “very frightened.”

As a precaution against the spread of the 
coronavirus, the Pope delivered his Angelus 

address in the library of the Apostolic Pal-
ace, rather than at the window overlooking 
St Peter’s Square, where crowds would 
gather.

In his address before reciting the Angelus, 
the Pope noted that Wednesday marked the 
Solemnity of the Epiphany. Referring to the 
day’s first reading, Isaiah 60:1-6, he recalled 
that the prophet had a vision of a light amid 
the darkness. 

Describing the vision as “more timely 
than ever,” he said: “Certainly, the darkness 
is present and threatening in everyone’s life 
and in the story of humanity; but God’s light 
is more powerful. It needs to be welcomed 
so that it might shine on everyone.” —  CNA

Pope Francis calls for peace 
in Central African Republic 
after disputed election

UN officials condemn car bombings 
In a separate development, the killing of 
civilians in separate car bomb attacks in 
northern Syria over the weekend has been 
condemned by top UN humanitarian offi-
cials for the country.

“This year, civilians in Syria will have 
endured ten years of crisis. These two at-
tacks so early in the new year serve as 
a tragic reminder of the price civilians 
across the country continue to pay,” a UN 
spokesman said. — By Nathan Morley, 
Vatican News

Poll workers carry ballot boxes during the 
December 27, 2020 presidential elections in 
the Central African Republic. (UN photo/
Leonel Grothe)
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The Feast of  the 
Baptism of  the Lord

St Hilary is the doctor of Christ’s divinity. 
As bishop, he brilliantly defended the 
sacred humanity of Jesus. He protected 

the Church and its members by defeating  
Arianism which denied the divinity of Christ.

This staunch defender of the divinity of 
Christ was a gentle and courteous man, de-
voted to writing some of the greatest theol-
ogy on the trinity, and was like his master in 
being labelled a “disturber of the peace.” In 
a very troubled period in the Church, his ho-
liness was lived out in both scholarship and 
controversy.

Raised a pagan, he was converted to Chris-
tianity when he met his God of nature in the 
scriptures. His wife was still living when he 
was chosen, against his will, to be the bishop 
of Poitiers in France. He was soon taken up 
with battling what became the scourge of the 
fourth century, Arianism, which denied the 
divinity of Christ.

The heresy spread rapidly. St Jerome said 
“the world groaned and marvelled to find 
that it was Arian.” When emperor Constan-
tius ordered all the bishops of the West to 
sign a condemnation of Athanasius, the great 
defender of the faith in the East, Hilary re-
fused and was banished from France to far off 
Phrygia. Eventually he was called the “Atha-
nasius of the West.” While writing in exile, 
he was invited by some seminarians (hoping 
for reconciliation) to a council the emperor 
called to counteract the council of Nicea. 
But Hilary predictably defended the church, 
and when he sought public debate with the 
heretical bishop who had exiled him, the Ar-
ians, dreading the meeting and its outcome, 
pleaded with the emperor to send this trou-
blemaker back home. Hilary was welcomed 
by his people.

He was proclaimed Doctor of the Church 
in 1851. — CNA

On Sunday, January 10, the Church 
will celebrate the end of the Christ-
mas season with the Feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord.  This event is recorded 
in the Canonical Gospels of Matthew, Mark, 
and Luke. In John 1:29-33, rather than a di-
rect narrative, John the Baptist bears witness 
to the episode.

Did you ever wonder why Jesus was 
baptised? 
This event is recorded in the Canonical Gos-
pels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In John 
1:29-33, rather than a direct narrative, John 
the Baptist bears witness to the episode. 
Here is a part of the Lucan narrative (Luke 
3:21–22): 

21 After all the people had been bap-
tised and Jesus also had been baptised 
and was praying, heaven was opened 22 
and the Holy Spirit descended upon him 
in bodily form like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved 
Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

Where did John baptise? 
He baptised people in the area of the River 
Jordan around Perea about the time of the 
commencement of the ministry of Jesus. The 
Gospel of John (1:28) specifies “Bethany 
beyond the Jordan.” 

The Baptism of John 
In the New Testament, John the Baptist 
preached a “baptism with water,” not of 
forgiveness but of penance or repentance 
for the remission of sins” (Luke 3:3) and 
declared himself a forerunner to one who 
would baptize “with the Holy Spirit and 
with fire.” (Luke 3:16) In so doing he was 
preparing the way for Jesus. 

Why did Jesus submit to John’s Baptism? 
John’s baptism was the baptism of repent-
ance (Matthew 3:11), but Jesus was sinless 
and had no need of repentance – so why was 
he baptised? Even John was taken aback at 
Jesus coming to him. John recognized his 
own sin and was aware that he, a sinful man 
in need of repentance himself, was unfit to 
baptize the spotless Lamb of God: “I need to 
be baptized by you and yet you are coming 
to me?” (Matthew 3:14) Jesus replied “Al-
low it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil 
all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15) 

There are several reasons why it was fit-

ting for John to baptise Jesus:
l To mark the beginning of the public 

ministry of Jesus.
l To be publicly heralded and recognized 

by his forerunner, John, the “voice crying in 
the wilderness” prophesied by Isaiah, call-
ing people to repentance in preparation for 
their Messiah (Isaiah 40:3).
l By baptising Jesus, John was declaring 

to all that here was the One they had been 
waiting for, the Son of God, the One he 
had predicted would baptise “with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.” (Matthew 3:11)
l The Lukan description of the opening 

of the heavens show that the Reign of God 
is beginning to break into human history in 
the person of Jesus – the mercy and power of 
God about to be unleashed.
l Blessings of God in the person of the 

Holy Spirit, anointing Jesus for his earthly 
ministry, showing that indeed this was the 
Son of God.

Jesus’ baptism also showed that He identi-
fied with sinners and the faithful remnant of 
Israel. Think of St Paul’s passage in Romans 
6:3-5: 

3 Or are you unaware that we who 
were baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 4 We were in-
deed buried with him through baptism 
into death, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might live in newness of 
life. 5 For if we have grown into union 

St Hilary of Poitiers

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, January 10
(Isaiah 61:1-2)
The spirit of the Lord has been given to 
me, for the Lord has anointed me. He has 
sent me to bring good news to the poor, 
to bind up hearts that are broken; to pro-
claim liberty to captives, freedom to those 
in prison; to proclaim a year of favour from 
the Lord.

Monday, January 11
(2 Thessalonians 3:10-13)
Do not let anyone have any food if he re-
fuses to do any work. Now we hear that 
there are some of you who are living in 
idleness, doing no work themselves but in-
terfering with everyone else’s. In the Lord 
Jesus Christ, we order and call on people 
of this kind to go on quietly working and 
earning the food that they eat. My broth-
ers, never grow tired of doing what is right.

Tuesday, January 12
(Romans 13:11,12-13)
You must wake up now: the night is almost 
over, it will be daylight soon. Let us give up 
all the things we prefer to do under cover 
of the dark; let us arm ourselves and ap-
pear in the light. Let us live decently as 
people do in the daytime.

Wednesday, January 13
(Tobit 4:14-15,16,19)
Be careful, my child, in all you do, well-
disciplined in all your behaviour. Do to no 
one what you would not want done to you. 
Give your bread to those who are hungry, 
and your clothes to those who are naked. 
Whatever you own in plenty, devote a pro-
portion to almsgiving. Bless the Lord God 
in everything; beg him to guide your ways 
and bring your paths and purposes to their 
end.                                                               

Thursday, January 14
(Isaiah 66:1-2)
Thus says the Lord:
With heaven my throne
and earth my footstool,
what house could you build me,
what place could you make for my rest?
All of this was made by my hand
and all this is mine – it is the Lord who 
speaks.
But my eyes are drawn to the man
of humbled and contrite spirit,
who trembles at my word.

Friday, January 15
(Ephesians 4:29-32)
Do not use harmful words in talking. Use 
only helpful words, the kind that build up 
and provide what is needed, so that what 
you say will do good to those who hear 
you. And do not make God’s Holy Spirit 
sad; for the Spirit is God’s mark of own-
ership on you, a guarantee that the Day 
will come when God will set you free. Get 
rid of al bitterness, passion and anger. No 
more shouting or insults. No more hateful 
feelings of any sort. Instead, be kind and 
tenderhearted to one another, and forgive 
one another, as God has forgiven you in 
Christ.

Saturday, January 16
(2 Peter 1: 1-10)
Brothers, you have been called and cho-
sen: work all the harder to justify it by good 
deeds. If you do all these things there is 
no danger that you will ever fall away. In 
this way you will be granted admittance 
into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
saviour Jesus Christ.

with him through a death like his, we shall 
also be united with him in the resurrec-
tion. 
His baptism symbolised our baptism into 

His own death, dying with Him and rising free 
from sin and able to walk in the newness of 
life. His righteousness would fulfil all the re-
quirements of the Law for sinners who could 
never hope to do so on their own. When John 
hesitated to baptise the sinless Son of God, 
Jesus replied that it was proper to “fulfil all 
righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15) By this He al-
luded to the righteousness that He provides to 
all who come to Him. 

Perhaps most importantly, the occasion of 
the public baptism recorded for all generations 
to come the perfect embodiment of the Triune 
God revealed in glory from heaven. The tes-
timony directly from heaven of the Father’s 
pleasure with the Son and the descending of 
the Holy Spirit upon Jesus (Matthew 3:16-17) 
is a beautiful picture of the Trinitarian nature 
of God. It also depicts the work of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit in the salvation of those Jesus 
came to save. The Father loves the elect from 
before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 
1:4); He sends His Son to seek and save the 
lost (Luke 19:10); and the Spirit convicts of 
sin (John 16:8) and draws the believer to the 
Father through the Son. All the glorious truth 
of the mercy of God through Jesus Christ is on 
display at His baptism. — sacredheartfla.org/
seasonal/feast-days-solemnities/the-feast-of-
the-baptism-of-the-lord/



January 10, 2021

THE CATHOLIC WEEKLY 

Evangelisation:  Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship 

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open to all.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

With land mines gone, Mass to be celebrated at West Bank baptismal site
QASR AL-YAHUD, West Bank: For 
the first time in 54 years, a Mass will 
be celebrated Jan 10, the feast of the 
Baptism of the Lord, at St John the 
Baptist Chapel on the banks of the 
Jordan River.

“It will be a very special day,” said 
Franciscan Fr Ibrahim Faltas, chan-
cellor of the Franciscan Custody of 
the Holy Land, which cares for holy 
sites. “After all this time, we have 
come back. This gives us hope for 
peace. For us, this is a sign not to lose 
hope, not to lose hope for peace.”

The almost 100-year-old church 
and monastery were vacated in 1967 
at the outbreak of war between Israel 
and some of its Arab neighbours, in-
cluding Jordan, just across the Jordan 
River. After Israel took control of the 
area from Jordan, the area was laced  
with land mines by both the Israeli 
army and Palestinian gunmen who 
battled in the area in the 1960s and 
1970s. It became a fenced military 
zone, off limits to pilgrims.

Today, the round, second-floor 
open-air chapel, with its two stair-
ways curving around either side, is 
still riddled with bullet holes, as are 

the rooms in the small monastery un-
derneath.

Fr Faltas said the Franciscans first 
starting coming to this place in 1641 
and began purchasing land in the 
area in early 1920 to build churches. 
In 1933, they built a chapel, which is 
now located on the edge of the river, 
and in 1935 built a larger St John the 
Baptist Church, which was destroyed 

in an earthquake in 1956, and the ex-
isting chapel was built in its place.

Clearing the area of land mines 
and making it possible for pilgrims to 
return has been a long process, with 
organized groups of pilgrims first 
allowed to come to the banks of the 
river in 1994 on the Epiphany and 
Easter holidays following the sign-
ing of the peace treaty with Jordan. A 

baptismal site was opened on the wa-
ter’s edge in 2011 for all visitors, who 
had to walk down a dirt road to the 
river, with fences and warning signs 
on either side admonishing them not 
to veer off the path because of land 
mines.

Jordan completed demining its 
eastern bank of the river by 1999. 
There, Bethany Beyond the Jordan 
is recognized as a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, “believed to be the lo-
cation where Jesus of Nazareth was 
baptized by John the Baptist.”

On the West Bank, the St John the 
Baptist Chapel, along with chapels 
and monasteries belonging to other 
Christian churches, remained off lim-
its behind the fences, in the middle of 
the mine fields. The Israeli Ministry 
of Tourism administered the acces-
sible area near the river as a national 
park.

In 2016, Israel began clearing 
the area with the help of the British 
HALO Trust, and finally in October 
the Franciscan Custody of the Holy 
Land and Christian churches were 
able to take possession of their prop-
erties.

The Qasr Al-Yahud site is also re-
vered by Jews as the crossing place 
along the Jordan River of the Bibli-
cal Israelites into the Promised Land 
after having wandered the desert for 
40 years.

Leonardo DiMarco, a civil engi-
neer and the director of the technical 
office of the Custody, said they are 
planning for 100 people to be present 
at the outdoor chapel for the Jan. 10 
Mass, with socially distanced group-
ings set up and a mobile baptismal 
font and altar at the top of the chapel.

Pointing out the layout of the area 
on maps, DiMarco noted that the 
chapel is located in the middle of two 
paths that form a cross and lead to the 
river. He said the Franciscans were in 
discussions with the Israeli army to 
retain the original design.

There are plans to rehabilitate the 
compound’s walled garden, which 
over the years has been overtaken 
by the desert sands, and to build a 
number of smaller chapels inside the 
garden to allow for private group and 
solitary contemplation and prayers 
for pilgrims, said DiMarco.— By 
Judith Sudilovsky, CNS

VATICAN: The Pope’s mes-
sage to open the year 2021 is 
dedicated to human fraternity. 
In response to all the challenges 
facing humanity, the Holy Fa-
ther asks that we open ourselves 
to each other and unite, as hu-
man beings and as brothers and 
sisters, “with those who pray ac-
cording to other cultures, other 
traditions and other beliefs.”
 The Pope’s Video (https://th-
epopevideo.org/) for January 
2021 was released on Tuesday, 
Jan 5, with the prayer intention 
that Pope Francis is entrusting 
to the entire Catholic Church 
through the Pope’s Worldwide 
Prayer Network.

As he has said on other occa-
sions, “There is no alternative: 
we will either build the future 
together or there will not be a 
future. Religions, in particular, 
cannot renounce the urgent task 
of building bridges between peo-
ples and cultures.”

The path towards fraternity 
proposed by The Pope Video 
starts with openness “to the Fa-
ther of all,” and with seeing “in 
the other a brother or sister.” He 

had already advanced this idea 
in his latest encyclical, Fratelli 
Tutti: “We are certain that ‘only 
with this awareness that we are 
not orphans, but children, can 
we live in peace with one an-
other.’” For the Pope, the differ-
ences among people who profess 
different religions or who live 
according to other traditions 
should not impede achieving a 
culture of encounter, since after 
all, “we are brothers and sisters 
who pray.”

In the pursuit of this spirit of 
fraternity, the Pope also reminds 
us not to forget that, for Chris-
tians, “the wellspring of human 
dignity and fraternity is in the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.” In this 
sense, he asks believers to return 
to what is essential to our faith: 
“the adoration of God and love 
of neighbour.”

In dialogue with other reli-
gions, as the Pope also explains 
in Fratelli Tutti, this becomes 
fundamental, since while others 
may drink from other sources, 
“for us Christians, the wellspring 
of human dignity and fraternity 
is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

At the service 
of fraternity 

A sign reading “DANGER MINES” hangs outside the Franciscan Chapel 
of St. John The Baptist at Qasr al-Yahud, on the West Bank of the Jordan 
River, Dec 22, 2020. (CNS photo/Debbie Hill)

KUALA LUMPUR: The Church 
of St Joseph has been designat-
ed as the Pilgrim Centre for the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur for 
the Year of St Joseph 2021.

Archbishop Julian Leow said 
this in a Dec 21 letter addressed to 
Fr George Packiasamy, the parish 
priest of the Church of St Joseph.

On the Solemnity of the Immac-
ulate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary (8 Dec 2020), the 
Holy Father, Pope Francis, re-
leased his Apostolic Letter Patris 
Corde (With a Father’s Heart) to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the proclamation of Saint Joseph 
as Patron of the Universal Church 
in 1870. This year, the Holy Fa-
ther has declared “The Year of 
Saint Joseph” commencing from 

a year of Plenary Indulgence.

The Holy Father issued a de-
cree on granting special indul-
gences to those suffering from 
COVID-19, health care workers, 
family members and many oth-
ers “with prayer and good works, 
to obtain, with the help of St Jo-
seph,” during the year of St Jo-
seph.

As we walk passionately with 
St Joseph throughout the year, 
surely, we will “rediscover our 
filial relationship with the Father, 
to renew fidelity to prayer, to lis-
ten and correspond with profound 
discernment to God’s will.”
Click here for:
1. Pope Francis’ Apostolic Let-
ter Patris Corde (With a Father's 
Heart)

renew-our-fidelity-to-prayer-1/

St Joseph Church is pilgrim 
centre for KL Archdiocese

January: At the Service of Hu-
man Fraternity

The text of the January 2021 
prayer intention: 

“When we pray to God following 
Jesus, we come together as brothers 
and sisters with those who pray ac-
cording to other cultures, other tra-
ditions and other beliefs.

“We are brothers and sisters who 
pray.

“Fraternity leads us to open our-
selves to the Father of all and to see 
in the other a brother or sister, to 
share our lives or to support, to love, 
and to know each other.

“The Church values God’s action 
in other religions, without forgetting 
that for us Christians, the wellspring 
of human dignity and fraternity, is in 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

“We believers must return to our 
sources and concentrate on what is 
essential. What is essential to our 
faith is the adoration of God and 
love of neighbour.

“Let us pray that the Lord may 
give us the grace to live in full fel-
lowship with our brothers and sis-
ters of other religions and not fight 
each other, and praying for one an-
other, open ourselves to all.”

Church of St Joseph, KL.

Pope’s prayer intention for January

Dec 8, 2020 until  Dec 8, 2021, as  2. https://www.stjosephsentul.org/

http://thepopevideo.org/
http://thepopevideo.org/
https://example.com
http://www.stjosephsentul.org/12272-2/



